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© INTRODUCTION 


BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF C. S. LEWIS 


C. S. Lewis grew up in a comfortable, book-filled home, which 


resulted in an early love for stories and mythology. Lewis's 
mother passed away when he was just 10 years old, a loss that 
deeply affected him and influenced his later writings. As a boy, 
Lewis went to boarding schools in England, where he excelled 
academically. Later, as a young man, Lewis served in the British 
Army during World War | and was wounded in the Battle of 
Arras in 1917. After the war, Lewis attended Oxford University, 
where he studied literature and philosophy. It was here that he 
began his writing career and formed significant friendships, 
most notably with J. R. R. Tolkien. These relationships were 
crucial in his conversion back to Christianity in 1931, an event 
that influenced his later work. Lewis became a distinguished 
academic, holding positions at Oxford and later at Cambridge 
University. Lewis is best known for his works of fiction and 
Christian apologetics. His most famous works include The 
Chronicles of Narnia, aseven-book series that includes The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe, Prince Caspian, and The Last Battle, 
to name a few. His other notable works of fiction include The 
Screwtape Letters and The Space Trilogy. Lewis passed away on 
November 22, 1963 from kidney failure. 


HISTORICAL CONTEXT 


In 1943, C. S. Lewis published a book titled the Abolition of Man, 
which was a tract that provided a critique of the English 
education system. In particular, Lewis was concerned that 
modern education believed too firmly in the value of 
subjectivity while failing to teach children right from wrong. In 
the beginning of The Silver Chair, Lewis parodies the type of 
school he is criticizing in the Abolition of Man. Jill’s teachers give 
her and her classmates free reign to behave how they want, 
which results in a lot of bullying and no moral education. By 
contrast, the lessons Jill receives from Aslan while in 
Narnia—which are built on Christian principles—are of value to 
Lewis and resemble what he advocates for in the Abolition of 
Man. 


RELATED LITERARY WORKS 


The Chronicles of Narnia are some of the most famous and 
celebrated children’s novels of all time, especially the first 
installment, The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe. The main 
characters in The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe—the 
Pevensie children—appear in several other Narnia novels, 
though they only appear in The Silver Chair by name. Eustace 
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Scrubb, one of the main characters in The Silver Chair, is also a 


prominent 


character in The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, and his 


voyage with King Caspian in that novel is regularly referenced 


throughout The Silver Chair. The Silver Chair also reli 


es heavily 


on references to the Christian Bible and Greek myths. For 
instance, the character of Aslan is a god-like figure who lives in 


an Edenic paradise far above Narnia and grants tho 


se who are 


worthy the gift of eternal life in his paradise after their death in 


Narni 


a. Additionally, Aslan calls humans “sons of Adam” and 


“daughters of Eve,’ which is a direct reference to the Christian 


creation story in the Bible. Lewis also borrows the 
serpent from the Bible, which functions as a symbo 
temptation and evil. Similarly, Rilian’s confinement 


image of the 


of 


in the silver 


chair recalls the punishment Hades gives to Theseus and 


Pirithous in a famous Greek myth. Theseus and Piri 


thous travel 


to the Underworld to steal Persephone, Hades’s wife, away 
from him. However, they are caught, and Hades ties them to a 


chair that makes them forget their identities. Rilian’ 


s silver 


chair similarly causes him to forget his true self, and the 


Underland of Narnia bears a striking resemblance in 


description to the Underworld of Greek myth. 


KEY FACTS 


e Full Title: The Silver Chair 

e When Written: 1953 

e Where Written: Oxford, England 

e When Published: September 7, 1953 
e Literary Period: Modernism 

e Genre: Middle Grade Novel, Fantasy 
e Setting: Narnia 


name and 


e Climax: The Queen of the Underland transforms into a 
serpent and constricts Prince Rilian. Before she can bite him, 


Rilian kills her with his sword. 
e Antagonist: The Queen of the Underland 
e Point of View: Third Person 


EXTRA CREDIT 


Out of Order. Although The Silver Chair is the fourth Narnia 


book published, contemporary publishers usually pl 
to align with the series’ chronology. 


ace it sixth 


Instant Aslan. The Silver Chair is the only Narnia book where 


Aslan appears in the first chapter. 
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DA PLOT SUMMARY 


Eustace Scrubb spots his classmate Jill Pole sobbing behind the 
school gymnasium because some other children were bullying 
her. Scrubb tells Jill about Narnia, a magical realm he visited 
over winter break that ultimately made him a better person. 
Together, Scrubb and Jill travel to Narnia where Aslan, a 
supernatural, god-like lion, sends them on a quest to rescue 
Prince Rilian, the son of King Caspian. Scrubb knows Caspian 
because they went on an adventure together last time Scrubb 
was in Narnia. However, Scrubb is shocked to see that King 
Caspian is much older than the last time they met because time 
passes differently in Narnia than it does in Jill and Scrubb’s 
world. 


With the help of some talking owls, Jill and Scrubb are flown to 
a marsh where they meet Puddleglum, a Marsh-wiggle who 
offers to help them on their journey. Together with Puddleglum, 
Jill and Scrubb trek through Ettinsmoor, the country of the 
giants. Their journey takes them far to the north of Narnia, 
where the weather conditions become increasingly 
inhospitable. After many days of traveling, Jill and Scrubb cross 
a bridge where they see a beautiful woman and a knight in black 
armor by her side. The woman advises them to travel to 
Harfang, where she promises they will find friendly giants who 
will offer them a warm bed and food. Jill and Scrubb quickly 
forget their duty to Prince Rilian and focus on finding Harfang 
instead. After a few more days of travel, they reach Harfang, 
and the giants eagerly welcome them inside, though Jil 
suspects something is strange about her new hosts. 


The next morning, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum look outside 
and spot the remains of an ancient giant city, which they believe 
will lead them to Prince Rilian. However, they worry that the 
giants will not let them leave, especially if they reveal their true 
goal. Together, they make a plan to escape Harfang while the 
King and Queen of the Giants are away hunting for their 
upcoming autumn feast. While escaping, Jill spots a cookbook, 
which includes recipes that call for human and Marsh-wigegle 
meat. Frightened, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum flee from 
Harfang as quickly as they can. However, as they escape, the 
King and Queen of the Giants return from hunting and spot 
them. Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum run as fast as they can, 
eventually diving into an opening in the ground. 


After filling the opening with rocks so they cannot be pursued, 
Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum make their way through a dark 
cave. Without light to guide them, they accidentally stumble 
down a long slope that leads to the Underland. There, they find 
hundreds of Earthmen, who capture them and promise to take 
them to the Queen of the Underland. At the Queen of the 
Underland’s palace, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum meet a 
handsome and charismatic young man who claims to be the 
night in black armor they came across previously in their 
travels. The knight informs them that the woman he traveled 
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with was the Queen of the Underland, which leads them to 
believe she is an enemy, since she sent them to Harfang. 


In the evening, the knight gets tied to a silver chair because he 
is under a curse that causes him to go berserk at night. He 
warns Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum of his affliction in advance 
and makes them promise not to untie him no matter what he 
says. However, while tied to the chair, the knight tells them he is 
actually Prince Rilian, and begs them to free him. Together, they 
decide Rilian is telling the truth and free him from the chair. 
Once he is free, Rilian cuts the chair to pieces with his sword, 
breaking the curse. Shortly after the chair is broken, the Queen 
of the Underland returns and does not like what she sees. She 
attempts to bring Rilian and everyone else under her spell, but 
they manage to resist her. As a last resort, the Queen of the 
Underland turns into a serpent and coils herself around Rilian. 
However, before she can bite Rilian, he slays her with his sword. 


After the Queen of the Underland dies, all of the Earthmen 
regain their former identities. Like Rilian, they were also under 
the control of the Queen of the Underland. One of the 
Earthmen, Golg, shows Rilian and his new friends the way back 
to Narnia. When they emerge from the Underland, Rilian leaves 
almost immediately to reunite with King Caspian. The next day, 
Jill and Scrubb also travel to Cair Paravel, the castle where 
Rilian expects to find his father. Indeed, Rilian manages to 
reunite with King Caspian, but only for a moment because his 
father dies of old age moments after they embrace each other 
for the first time in years. 


After King Caspian’s death, Rilian rules over Narnia. However, 
Jill and Scrubb never see Rilian again because Aslan transports 
them to his magical land, which hovers far above Narnia. There, 
he resurrects King Caspian to live with him forever in his 
supernatural realm. Then, he sends Jill and Scrubb back to 
England. 


2: CHARACTERS 


MAJOR CHARACTERS 


Jill Pole - Jill Pole is a young, English schoolgirl who gets 
whisked away to Narnia with Eustace Scrubb while attempting 
to flee a bully. Although she attends a school that has few rules, 
Jill has a healthy respect for authority and a desire to do what is 
right. When Aslan sends her on a journey to find Prince Rilian, 
she is determined to follow the signs Aslan gives her and feels 
guilty whenever they start to slip from her mind. Despite Jill’s 
determination, she also has the capacity to be led astray when 
she is feeling mentally and physically weak. For instance, when 
the Queen of the Underland suggests that Jill and her party 
travel to Harfang to find a warm bed, Jill almost entirely forgets 
about her journey to rescue Prince Rilian. Luckily, Jill is also 
good about recognizing when she has made a mistake. 
Although she loses her way several times throughout the novel, 
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her ability to self-reflect, along with her desire to do the right 
thing, always put her back on the right path. 


Eustace Scrubb - Eustace Scrubb is a boy in Jill’s class who has 
been to Narnia before. When he sees Jill is upset, he offers to 
take her to Narnia, which begins their adventure. Eustace used 
to be an ill-tempered child before his first trip to Narnia, but 
now he is well-mannered and courageous. He saves Jill from 
alling off the cliff in Aslan’s realm and is the first person to try 
and rescue Jill when he believes she is in danger while escaping 
the Underland. Although Scrubb occasionally gets angry with 
Jill, he is quick to forgive and tries hard to be a team player. Like 
Jill, Scrubb is determined to please Aslan and save Prince Rilian, 
though often like Jill his own selfish desires temporarily lead 
him astray. Luckily, Scrubb learns from mistakes and becomes 
an invaluable part of the mission to rescue Prince Rilian. 


Prince Rilian - Prince Rilian is the son of King Caspian and the 
Queen of Narnia. After the death of his mother, Prince Rilian 
goes searching for the serpent that murdered her and finds 
himself enslaved by the Queen of the Underland. When not 
under the spell of the Queen of Narnia, Prince Rilian is a 
courageous and thoughtful leader with a penchant for 
adventure. Despite being imprisoned in the Underland for 
many years, he temporarily entertains following Golg to the 
bottom of the world. However, the thought of his father’s 
imminent death prevents him from going. Instead, he returns to 
arnia where he serves his country well. 


The Queen of the Underland - The Queen of the Underland 
appears in two forms at different points in the novel—a 
beautiful woman and a serpent. She generally appears first as a 
beautiful woman to hide the evil that lies underneath. Although 
her soothing voice makes her charmed subjects want to follow 
her, she is rotten to the core and wants to conquer Narnia for 
herself. Her looks and her behavior are based on deception and 
lies, which almost allow her to succeed. However, Prince Rilian 
ultimately manages to defeat her with the help of Jill, Scrubb, 
and Puddleglum. 


=) 


Puddleglum - Puddleglum is a Marsh-wiggle, a humanoid 
species native to Narnia with long limbs and webbed fingers 
and toes. Puddleglum always speaks pessimistically, which he 
views as a form of preparedness, though no one else finds his 
words comforting. Despite his pessimism, Puddleglum is quite 
brave and intelligent. He immediately recognizes the snowy 
trenches outside of Harfang as a possible entrance for the 
ruined giant city, and later he saves everyone by stomping out 
of the Queen of the Underland’s fire, burning himself in the 
process. 


Aslan - Aslan is a supernatural lion who serves as a sort of god 
for Narnia. Aslan is a representation of good that aligns with 
Lewis's Christian values, though he is also an imposing and 
sometimes frightening figure. Although stern, Aslan believes in 
redemption and justice, which is why he sends Jill and Scrubb 
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to find Prince Rilian. 


MINOR CHARACTERS 


King Caspian - King Caspian is the elderly ruler of Narnia. He 
goes into a deep depression after the death of the Queen of 
Narnia and the disappearance of Prince Rilian. 


The Queen of Narnia - The Queen of Narnia is Prince Rilian’s 
mother and King Caspian’s wife. She dies because the Queen of 
the Underland bites and poisons her while in her serpent form. 


Trumpkin - Trumpkin is a dwarf who is King Caspian’s closest 
advisor. He is mostly deaf, and this sometimes leads him to 
misinterpret what people are saying. 

Glimfeather - Glimfeather is the leader of the parliament of 
owls who live around Cair Paravel. He helps Jill and Scrubb 
kickstart their journey. 
Warden of the Marches - The Warden of the Marches is the 
leader of the Earthmen who finds Puddleglum, Jill, and Scrubb 
when they first arrive in the Underland. 


Golg - Golg is an Earthman who Puddleglum captures while 
attempting to escape the Underland. Golg informs Puddleglum 
that the Earthmen are free of the Queen of the Underland’s 
spell. 

The Nurse for the Queen of the Giants - The Nurse for the 
Queen of the Giants takes care of Jill the night she arrives at 
Harfang. 

The King of the Giants - The King of the Giants is the leader of 
the giants at Harfang. 

The Queen of the Giants - The Queen of the Giants is the lazy 
spouse of the King of the Giants. 


Lord Drinian - Lord Drinian is one of Prince Rilian’s closest 
friends and allies. 


O) THEMES 


In LitCharts literature guides, each theme gets its own color- 
coded icon. These icons make it easy to track where the themes 
occur most prominently throughout the work. If you don't have 
a color printer, you can still use the icons to track themes in 
black and white. 


DECEPTION AND ILLUSION 


The antagonist of The Silver Chair, the Queen of the 

Underland, is a figure who relies on deception and 

illusions to grant her power. The first time she 
meets Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum, she sends them to Harfang, 
which she claims is a castle of friendly and welcoming giants, 
though in reality she believes the giants will kill and devour the 
children. In part, her trickery works because she disguises 
herself as a beautiful and gentle woman, though really she is an 
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evil witch with dreams of ruling Narnia under an iron fist. Rilian 
also falls for the Queen's deceptive appearance after spotting 
her ina grove and being transfixed by her appearance. When 
Rilian approaches the Queen by himself, she shuttles him off to 
the Underland, where she keeps him as an enchanted prisoner. 
n addition to the Queen, the giants at Harfang are also 
depicted as deceptive and therefore evil creatures. Although 
they act as gracious hosts for Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum, they 
only do so to lure the travelers into a false sense of security. 


The power of deception and illusion are on full display in the 
final confrontation between the Queen of the Underland, 
Rilian, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum. The Queen throws magic 
powder into her fireplace and strums a mandolin while trying to 
convince everyone that their memories are false. Several times, 
the children, Puddleglum, and Rilian almost fully fall prey to her 
deception, though each time their memories of life in Narnia 
and their belief in Aslan pull them back from the brink. Their 
ability to resist the Queen relies on a firm belief system in what 
is true and good, which the novel suggests will always triumph 
over the false and deceptive. Unshakeable values, in other 
words, are perhaps the only way to stay true to oneself. 
Ultimately, the novel argues that although illusions may 
temporarily sway even the most strong-hearted people, belief 
in a greater good that is larger than oneself allows one to stand 
strong in the face of manipulation. 


FREEDOM AND IMPRISONMENT 


The Silver Chair suggests that freedom is a state of 
being that is worth striving for at all costs, in part 
because of how difficult it is to regain after losing it. 
Prince Rilian’s enslavement is the most direct example of this 
idea, as the Queen of the Underland’s enchantment causes him 
to lose his identity and become a participant in his own 
captivity. Although Prince Rilian believes he is free, in reality, 
the Queen of the Underland is in control and he must do her 
bidding. At nights, when Prince Rilian regains his identity, he 
feels sorrowful and rageful at what he has lost, and he tries 
everything he can to break the bonds tying him to the silver 
chair. However, Prince Rilian’s enslavement is mental as well as 
physical, and he never manages to break free from captivity 
until Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum arrive to aid him. During the 
climax of the novel, the Queen of the Underland also tries to 
bring Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum under her spell. While using 
magic powder to dull their ability to resist, the Queen of the 
Underland attempts to get the adventurers to forget their 
former selves and submit themselves to her. However, in a self- 
sacrificing act of defiance, Puddleglum smothers the fire that 
contains the Queen’s magic powder with his foot, severely 
burning himself in the process. Puddleglum’s sacrifice shows 
that true freedom often requires sacrifice and the willingness 
to face hardship in the short term to avoid the greater hardship 
of imprisonment in the long term. 


LI 


aun 
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TEMPTATION 


Although Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum are all well- 

intentioned, they regularly encounter temptations 

during their journey, and these temptations lead 
them astray. For example, because Jill feels Scrubb is too 
overbearing, she feels compelled to tempt fate and walk along 
the edge of a cliff. As a result of this behavior, though, she 
almost falls off the cliff, and the only reason she doesn't is 
because Scrubb saves her—but, in doing so, he topples off the 
cliff himself. Jill’s decision to spite Scrubb and tempt fate leads 
to an unfavorable outcome that could have cost Scrubb his life 
if Aslan did not step in and save him. Later in the novel, Jill and 
Scrubb are also enticed by the tempting description the Queen 
of the Underland provides of Harfang castle. Jill and Scrubb 
have been traveling over rough terrain for along time, and the 
thought of a warm meal and a cozy bed makes them travel to 
Harfang against their better judgement. As they approach 
Harfang, the children forget the initial purpose of their trip, 
which is to rescue Prince Rilian. When the children arrive at the 
Harfang castle, they discover that the giants that live there 
want to eat them. As such, like Jill’s walk along the cliffside, 
giving into temptation only leads to more danger. Through 
these examples, one can surmise that the novel’s view of 
temptation is that one should avoid it at all costs because it 
offers short-term rewards at the expense of long-term goals 
and moral sensibilities. 


COURAGE 


The Silver Chair presents courage as a vital virtue in 

the face of adversity. What’s more, courage in the 

narrative is portrayed not just as physical bravery 
but also as moral and emotional fortitude, which is essential for 
overcoming the trials faced by the novel’s characters. One of 
the most prominent displays of courage is in the journey of the 
protagonists, Jill and Scrubb. Thrust into a daunting mission to 
rescue Prince Rilian from the clutches of the Queen of the 
Underland, they must navigate a world that is entirely foreign 
and often frightening to them. Their courage is not just in facing 
physical dangers, but also in persevering through doubts, 
temptations, and their sense of inadequacy. In one moment, Jill, 
Scrubb, and Puddleglum must make their way through 
Ettinsmoor, the land of the giants, as large boulders thrown by 
giants fall all around them. Puddleglum warns the children that 
they must not panic, otherwise they will risk the ire of the 
giants. Although it is difficult, the children summon their 
courage and make it through Ettinsmoor safely. 


Ka 


Puddleglum, for his part, embodies a unique form of courage. 
His willingness to endure discomfort and danger, coupled with 
his unwavering commitment to the quest for Prince Rilian, 
provide a model of courage that is grounded in loyalty and a 
sense of duty. Puddleglum’s courage shines brightest in his 
defiance of the Queen of the Underland’s attempts to alter his 
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perception of reality. In a climactic moment, he puts his bare 
foot on the Queen’s fire and stamps it out so that he and his 
friends can regain their senses. In other words, Puddleglum 
sacrifices his own well-being for a cause greater than himself, 
which pays off in the long run. Because of his actions, Prince 
Rilian manages to slay the Queen and escape the Underland. In 
turn, the novel celebrates acts of courage that are selfless and 
that encompass a willingness to embrace hardship for the 
greater good. 


£3 SYMBOLS 


Symbols appear in teal text throughout the Summary and 
Analysis sections of this LitChart. 


THE SILVER CHAIR 


THE SERPENT 


The serpent is a representation of evil’s capacity to 
lurk in unexpected places and forms. The serpent 
first appears in a tranquil grove where the Queen of Narnia, 
Rilian’s mother, takes a nap. While the Queen is asleep, a 
serpent slithers into the grove, bites the Queen, and kills her. 
Many symbols and ideas throughout The Chronicles of Narnia 
align with those of the Christian tradition, and the serpent is no 
exception. In the book of Genesis, a serpent tempts Eve into 
committing the first sin in the Garden of Eden—a beautiful 
place where it was not thought evil could lurk. Like Eve, the 
Queen of Narnia did not expect evil in the form of a serpent to 
visit her and take her life in such an unassuming place. Later in 
the novel, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum meet a woman on the 
road who, although they do not know it, is the Queen of the 
nderland. The Queen of the Underland—who is also the 
serpent that bit the Queen of Narnia—appears to Jill, Scrubb, 
and Puddleglum as a beautiful woman. However, when they ask 
her for advice, she deliberately leads them astray, hoping they 
will die. The Queen of the Underland appears a final time 
during the climax of the novel, during which she transforms 
back into aserpent. In her serpent form, the Queen almost kills 
Rilian, though he manages to hack her up with a sword before 
she can do so. Rilian’s victory over the Queen’s serpentine form 
represents the triumph of good over evil, as Rilian is able to 
return to Narnia and become its beneficent ruler. 


c 


ee QUOTES 


Note: all page numbers for the quotes below refer to the 
HarperCollins edition of The Silver Chair published in 2022. 
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Chapter 1 Quotes 


@@ She was crying because they had been bullying her. This is 
not going to be a school story, so | shall say as little as possible 
about Jill’s school, which is not a pleasant subject. It was “Co- 
educational,’ a school for both boys and girls, what used to be 
called a “mixed” school; some said it was not nearly so mixed as 
the minds of the people who ran it. These people had the idea 
that boys and girls should be allowed to do what they liked. And 
unfortunately what ten or fifteen of the biggest boys and girls 
liked best was bullying the others. All sorts of things, horrid 
things, went on which at an ordinary school would have been 
found out and stopped in half a term; but at this school they 
weren't. Or even if they were, the people who did them were 
not expelled or punished. The Head said they were interesting 
psychological cases and sent for them and talked to them for 
hours. And if you knew the right sort of things to say to the 
Head, the main result was that you became rather a favorite 
than otherwise. 


Related Characters: Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb, Aslan 
Related Themes: & 


Page Number: 1-2 


Explanation and Analysis 


This quote comes from the beginning of the novel as Lewis 
introduces Jill and Scrubb’s education system and how it 
has failed them. Lewis was famously critical of modern 
education in England and wrote a number of treatises on 
the subject, including a book called The Abolition of Man. 
Lewis believed that contemporary education put too much 
of a focus on subjectivity while failing to provide students 
with a proper moral education, which for him meant 
teaching the ethical principles of Christianity. Jill and 
Scrubb’s school does not care about teaching the children 
to be good people; rather, it treats the students like they are 
individual experiments (the school is called the Experiment 
House) that should be poked and prodded but never taught. 
For Lewis, Narnia is an alternative for the failure of modern 
education. Aslan pulls Jill and Scrubb into Narnia to teach 
them moral lessons that the modern school will not. 


e@@ f| find you've been pulling my leg l'Il never speak to you 
again; never, never, never.’ 


“l'm not,’ said Eustace. “| swear I’m not. | swear by—by 
everything.” 


(When | was at school one would have said, “I swear by the 
Bible.” But Bibles were not encouraged at Experiment House.) 


"All right,’ said Jill, “I'll believe you.’ 
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Related Characters: Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb (speaker), 
Prince Rilian, Aslan 


Related Themes: © 


Page Number: 6 


Explanation and Analysis 


nthis moment, Scrubb and Jill are talking about the 
existence of Narnia. Scrubb claims to have travelled to 
arnia, where he met a range of magical creatures and a 
talking lion named Aslan. Notably, after returning from 
arnia, he became a noticeably better person. In this 
passage, Lewis makes it abundantly clear what he thinks the 
Experiment House is lacking: Christianity. He also makes it 
clear that the lack of a Christian education is anew 
development in English society, as it was still alive and well 
when he was a child. Additionally, this is an important 
character moment between Jill and Scrubb. It is implied 
that, in the past, Jill would never have trusted Scrubb 
because he was a mean-spirited and mischievous boy. 
However, here she puts her trust in him because she 
believes he has genuinely matured as a result of his trip to 
Narnia. Her decision reflects the novel's larger reliance on 
the importance of belief, which Jill and Scrubb must uphold 
on their quest to save Rilian. 


Chapter 2 Quotes 
@@ “Do you eat girls?” she said. 


“| have swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and 
emperors, cities and realms,” said the Lion. It didn't say this as if 
it were boasting, nor as if it were sorry, nor as if it were angry. It 
just said it. 


Related Characters: Jill Pole (speaker), Aslan 
Related Themes: © 


Page Number: 21 


Explanation and Analysis 


Here, Jill has arrived in Aslan’s realm that sits far above 
Narnia, though she does not know where she is, nor has she 
pieced together that the lion sitting in front of her is Aslan. 
Jillis trying to discern whether she should be afraid of 
Aslan, though he gives her a cryptic answer that she does 
not know how to parse. Aslan’s rhetoric is biblical and 
recalls the God of the Old Testament. Like Gad, Aslan is an 
eternal figure who swallows up everything in the end 


because nothing and no one can outlive him. He was here 
before the formation of Narnia, and he will be there the day 
it falls. Aslan delivers his message in a matter-of-fact 
manner, which reflects Lewis’s belief that the existence of 
God is similarly self-evident. However, Jill, who has not been 
raised with Christian values, does not grasp the meaning in 
Aslan’s language and remains frightened of him. 


e@@ Human Child? said the Lion. “Where is the Boy?” 


He fell over the cliff” said Jill, and added, “Sir” She didn’t know 
what else to call him, and it sounded cheek to call him nothing. 


“How did he come to do that, Human Child?” “He was trying to 
stop me from falling, Sir” “Why were you so near the edge, 
Human Child?” “I was showing off, Sir’ 


“That is a very good answer, Human Child. Do so no more. And 
now” (here for the first time the Lion’s face became a little less 
stern) “the Boy is safe. | have blown him to Narnia. But your 
task will be the harder because of what you have done’ 


Related Characters: Jill Pole, Aslan (speaker), Eustace 
Scrubb 


Related Themes: E3 © 


Page Number: 22 


Explanation and Analysis 


Here, Aslan asks Jill about what happened to Scrubb. He 
already knows what happened, but he wants to hear here 
characterization of events. It is Aslan’s first test for Jill 
because he wants to see if she will tell the truth. Had she 
lied, Aslan would not have felt her worthy of the task he has 
set out for her. Still, although Aslan acknowledges Jill’s 
honesty, he also indicates that her actions will have 
consequences, as her task will become more difficult. As 
such, although Aslan is willing to give Jill a chance to redeem 
herself, he also wants to drive home the point that it is 
important to take responsibility for one’s actions. This is one 
of the moral lessons that Aslan hopes to teach Jill that she 
would never have received back at the Experiment House. 
Notably, although Aslan is an imposing and sometimes 
frightening figure, compassion and a willingness to forgive 
are his most important characteristics, which help tie him to 
Lewis's conception of the Christian God. 
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Chapter 4 Quotes 


@@ “Good!” said the Owl. “Then there’s no time to waste. You 
must get away from here at once. l'Il go and wake the other 
human. Then l'Il come back for you. You'd better change those 


court clothes and put on something you can travel in. lII be back 


in two twos. Tu-whoo!” And without waiting for an answer, he 
was gone. 


If Jill had been more used to adventures, she might have 


doubted the Owl’s word, but this never occurred to her: and in 
the exciting idea of a midnight escape she forgot her sleepiness. 


Related Characters: Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb, Prince Rilian, 
The Queen of the Underland 


Related Themes: 
Page Number: 48-49 


Explanation and Analysis 


In this moment, Jill is talking to an Owl that arrives at her 
window in the middle of the night at Cair Paravel. Although 
the Owls are ultimately Jill’s allies, Lewis’s narrator suggests 
that if Jill were more experienced, she might be suspicious 
of the owls’ behavior. This is the first moment where the 
narrator explicitly acknowledges one of the key themes in 
the book: deception. 


Throughout the novel, several characters will conspire to 
ensure that Jill and Scrubb do not succeed in rescuing 
Prince Rilian. Although Jill will grow more skeptical, she 
begins the novel as a bright-eyed and naive girl, who is quick 
to trust anyone and everyone. While Jill’s trusting nature 
does not make her a bad person, it does make her 
susceptible to evil forces such as the Queen of the 
Underland, who will take advantage of such naivety. The 
novel makes an important distinction between belief and 
trust. Belief is reserved for figures of religious significance 
such as Aslan and should not be questioned. Meanwhile, 
trust is developed and earned between individuals and can 
be renegotiated as events unfold. 
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@@ [nthe warm part of the day they came to a pleasant glade 

where a fountain flowed freshly out of the earth, and there 
they dismounted and ate and drank and were merry. After a 
time the Queen felt sleepy, and they spread cloaks for her on 
the grassy bank, and Prince Rilian with the rest of the party 
went a little way from her, that their tales and laughter might 
not wake her. And so, presently, a great serpent came out of the 
thick wood and stung the Queen in her hand. All heard her cry 
out and rushed toward her, and Rilian was first at her side. He 
saw the worm gliding away from her and made after it with his 
sword drawn. It was great, shining, and as green as poison, so 
that he could see it well: but it glided away into thick bushes 
and he could not come at it. 


Related Characters: Glimfeather (speaker), Jill Pole, 
Eustace Scrubb, Prince Rilian, The Queen of the Underland, 
The Queen of Narnia 


Related Themes: 


Related Symbols: @ 


Page Number: 57 


Explanation and Analysis 


This quote comes from Glimfeather, as he recounts the 
death of the Queen of Narnia and the disappearance of 
Prince Rilian to Jill and Scrubb. This scene recalls the story 
of the Garden of Eden in Genesis, the first book of the Bible. 
that story, a serpent-like creature tempts Eve to sin, 
which results in her expulsion from the Garden. In part, Eve 
falls for the serpent’s trick because she presumes that 
nothing evil can reside in the otherwise idyllic Garden of 
Eden. Here, although the Queen of Narnia does not 
succumb to temptation, she similarly lets her guard down by 
falling asleep in an idyllic glade. Because Rilian and his 
friends do not believe any harm will come to her, they leave 
her alone, allowing the serpent time to strike. Toward the 
end of the novel, the serpent and the Queen of the 
Underland—who usually appears as a beautiful woman—are 
revealed to be one and the same. As such, although the 
novel often shows appreciation for the beauty of Narnia and 
its surrounding lands, it also cautions the reader to 
remember that evil can hide even in the most beautiful 
places. 
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Chapter 5 Quotes 


@@ He quite expected the Marsh-wiggle to give him an angry 


reply, but he only said, “That’s the spirit, Scrubb. That’s the way 
to talk. Put a good face on it. But we all need to be very careful 
about our tempers, seeing all the hard times we shall have to go 
through together. Won't do to quarrel, you know. At any rate, 
don't begin it too soon. | know these expeditions usually end 
that way: knifing one another, | shouldn’t wonder, before all’s 
done. But the longer we can keep off it—” 


Related Characters: Puddleglum (speaker), Jill Pole, 
Eustace Scrubb 


Related Themes: © © 


Page Number: 75-76 


Explanation and Analysis 


Here, Puddleglum, Jill and Scrubb are still getting to know 
one another. Puddleglum is consistently pessimistic and 
skeptical about everyone and everything around him. 
Although he will occasionally encourage others to think 
positively, as he does here, he cannot do so without 
throwing in a bit of cynicism. In this way, Puddleglum is the 
opposite of Jill at the beginning of the novel. Jill is too open, 
too honest, and too trusting. 


However, Puddleglum offers a useful counterpoint, which 
aids the group throughout their journey. Lewis never 
suggests that Puddleglum is correct about his view of the 
world—in fact, most of the time he could not be more 
wrong, which Lewis uses for comic effect—but that does not 
mean his view is not valuable. In part, Puddleglum is 
comically out of place because he appears to think he 
belongs in a much darker fantasy novel—one where the 
protagonists ultimately turn on each other in a sudden 
display of violence. However, over the course of the novel, 
Puddleglum, Jill, and Scrubb become close friends and 
teammates who sacrifice for one another. 


Chapter 6 Quotes 


@@ By the time they had stepped off the end of the bridge 


onto the grass, the two strangers were quite close. One was a 
knight in complete armor with his visor down. His armor and 
his horse were black; there was no device on his shield and no 
banneret on his spear. The other was a lady on a white horse, a 
horse so lovely that you wanted to kiss its nose and give it a 
lump of sugar at once. But the lady, who rode side-saddle and 
wore a long, fluttering dress of dazzling green, was lovelier still. 
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Related Characters: Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb, Prince Rilian, 
The Queen of the Underland, Puddleglum, The Queen of 
Narnia 


Related Themes: © ay) 
Related Symbols: @ 


Page Number: 88-89 


Explanation and Analysis 


This quote describes the first appearance of the Queen of 
the Underland and Prince Rilian, though Jill, Scrubb, and 
Puddleglum do not know it. However, Lewis does provide 
some clues that the beautiful woman is the evil threat they 
are looking for. In particular, she wears green, the color of 
the serpent who poisoned and killed the Queen of Narnia. 
Additionally, her presence in Ettinsmoor, where Jill, Scrubb, 
and Puddleglum are currently traveling, is curious. Up to 
this point, the adventurers have not seen anyone who was 
not a giant and, generally speaking, the land is inhospitable 
for humans. Yet, this beautiful woman and her white horse 
appear unbothered and in perfect condition. Meanwhile, it 
would be harder to predict that Prince Rilian is under the 
black armor without having read further in the novel, 
though once one has, there are clues to his identity as well. 
Because Prince Rilian is under the Queen of the 
Underland’s enchantment, he is completely obedient to her 
and has no mind of his own, which explains his silence. 
Additionally, he rides with his visor down because the 
Queen of the Underland does not want anyone to recognize 
him while they travel across the Overworld. 


@@ “Only tell them,’ answered the Lady, “that She of the Green 
Kirtle salutes them by you, and has sent them two fair 


Southern children for the Autumn Feast.” 


Related Characters: The Queen of the Underland 
(speaker), Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb, Puddleglum 


Related Themes: E 


Page Number: 91 


Explanation and Analysis 


This moment occurs during the first conversation between 
the Jill, Eustace, Puddleglum, and the Queen of the 
Underland. At this point, the adventurers do not realize who 
they are talking to and therefore do not know that the 
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Queen of the Underland intends to lead them astray. Here, 
the Queen of the Underland uses a linguistic trick to imply 
that she is sending the adventurers to the Castle of Harfang 
so that they can participate in the giants’ feast. She knows 
that is how the adventurers will interpret her statement and 
purposely phrases her words to deceive them. Meanwhile, 
she knows the Harfang giants will know that she has 
actually sent the adventurers to be cooked and eaten as 
part of the feast. This moment displays the novel’s interest 
in deception, as here the Queen of the Underland cleverly 
makes the protagonists participate in their own undoing. 
Although the Queen of the Underland’s intentions are evil, 
this is also a moment that reflects Lewis's broader interest 
in playing with language, which he typically does for 
comedic effect, though it takes on a darker tone here. 


@@ |^ the second place, whatever the Lady had intended by 

telling them about Harfang, the actual effect on the 
children was a bad one. They could think about nothing but 
beds and baths and hot meals and how lovely it would be to get 
indoors. They never talked about Aslan, or even about the lost 
prince, now. And Jill gave up her habit of repeating the signs 
over to herself every night and morning. She said to herself, at 
first, that she was too tired, but she soon forgot all about it. And 
though you might have expected that the idea of having a good 
time at Harfang would have made them more cheerful, it really 
made them more sorry for themselves and more grumpy and 
snappy with each other and with Puddleglum. 


Related Characters: Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb, Prince Rilian, 
Puddleglum, Aslan 


Related Themes: 2) 


Page Number: 94-95 


Explanation and Analysis 


In this moment, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum experience a 
moral and spiritual downturn when the promise of comfort 
in Harfang distracts them from their quest. The children, 
previously focused on Aslan and finding Prince Rilian, 
become consumed with thoughts of warm beds, hot meals, 
and the cozy indoors. This shift demonstrates the tempting 
power of comfort and the ease with which it lures one away 
from higher purposes. Contrary to their expectations, the 
anticipation of Harfang's pleasures doesn't bring joy but 
instead breeds discontent, souring the group's mood and 
causing friction among them. This scenario illustrates 
Lewis’s message about the importance of resisting 
temptation, as comfort can lead to complacency and 
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ironically result in unhappiness. Jill forgets the signs 
because she is no longer as dedicated the Aslan’s cause as 
she once was. She has let her personal needs get in the way 
of a larger goal, which could drastically affect the fate of 
Narnia. 


Chapter 7 Quotes 


@@ “Are you still sure of those signs, Pole? What’s the one we 
ought to be after now?” 


“Oh, come on! Bother the signs,” said Pole. “Something about 
someone mentioning Aslan’s name, | think. But I’m jolly well not 
going to give a recitation here” 


As you see, she had got the order wrong. That was because she 
had given up saying the signs over every night. She still really 
knew them, if she troubled to think: but she was no longer so 
“pat” in her lesson as to be sure of reeling them off in the right 
order at amoment’s notice and without thinking. Puddleglum’s 
question annoyed her because, deep down inside her, she was 
already annoyed with herself for not knowing the Lion’s lesson 
quite so well as she felt she ought to have known it. This 
annoyance, added to the misery of being very cold and tired, 
made her say, “Bother the signs.” She didn’t perhaps quite mean 
it. 


Related Characters: Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb (speaker) 


Related Themes: > 


Page Number: 103-104 


Explanation and Analysis 


In this quote, Jill’s frustration with the signs that guide their 
quest in Narnia is palpable. Scrubb’s reminder about the 
signs triggers her annoyance, which stems from her own 
disappointment at not remembering them accurately. Jill's 
lapse in recollection indicates her declining willingness to 
review the signs, a crucial task given to her as a guide for 
their journey. This moment highlights the human tendency 
to avoid responsibility when faced with discomfort and the 
ease with which one can become negligent in maintaining 
discipline, especially under stress. It's a moment of 
weakness that Jill doesn't fully intend; she knows she is on 
an important quest and that many people are counting on 
her, but she cannot bear the full weight of that 
responsibility. It is too much for Jill to put on herself, so she 
is dismissive rather than honest. Even in the moment, she 

nows what she is doing is wrong, but she succumbs to the 
temptation of Harfang, which she believes will better serve 
her immediate needs. 
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Chapter 8 Quotes 


@@ And then it was not a toy lion, but a real lion, 
just as she had seen him on the mountain beyond 
end. And a smell of all sweet-smelling things there 
room. But there was some trouble in Jill’s mind, though she 
could not think what it was, and the tears streamed down her 
face and wet the pillow. The Lion told her to repeat the signs, 
and she found that she had forgotten them all. At that, a great 
horror came over her. And Aslan took her up in his jaws (she 
could feel his lips and his breath but not his teeth) and carried 
her to the window and made her look out. The moon shone 
bright; and written in great letters across the world or the sky 
she did not know which) were the words UNDER ME. After 
that, the dream faded away, and when she 
morning, she did not remember that she had dreamed at all. 


the world’s 


Related Characters: Ji Eustace Scrubb, Aslan 


Related Themes: €) ® 3 


Page Number: 119-120 


Il Pole, 


Explanation and Analysis 


nthis passage Jill experiences a dream that reflects her 
inner turmoil, as she feels guilty about forgetting Aslan’s 
signs. The transformation from a wooden horse to “The Real 
Lion” (Aslan) is a shift from the mundane to the divine, 
indicating that Jill is about to witness something important. 
The presence of Aslan is a moment of divine intervention; 
he knows Jill and her friends have strayed from the path, 
and he wants to remind her of her ultimate goal. Similarly, 
the words “UNDER ME” carry a double meaning. The next 
morning, when Jill wakes up, she will see the same words 
carved into the ruined giant city outside of Harfang. 
However, the words serve as areminder that Jill and the 
rest of Narnia exists under Aslan. He is Narnia’s supreme 
ruler and moral guide. However, although Aslan wants to 
help Jill, the decision to act in the right way remains up to 
her. Jill may be Aslan’s servant, but she is not his slave, and 
he ultimately allows her to make her own decisions. 
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@@ The others admitted afterward that Jill had been 


wonderful that day. As soon as 
hunting party had set off, she began 
castle and asking questions, bu 
way that no one could suspect her of 
her tongue was never still, you 
prattled and giggled. She made 
the porters, the housemaids, the ladi 


the King and the rest of the 
making a tour of the whole 
t all in such an innocent, babyish 
any secret design. Though 
could hardly say she talked: she 
ove to everyone—the grooms, 
es-in-waiting, and the 


elderly giant lords whose hunting days were past. She 
submitted to being kissed and pawed about by any number of 
giantesses, many of whom seemed sorry for her and called her 
“a poor little thing” though none of them explained why. 


Related Characters: Jill Pole, The Queen of the Underland, 
Aslan 


Related Themes: €) © © 


Page Number: 129-130 


Explanation and Analysis 


This passage showcases Jill's resourcefulness and 
adaptability, as she attempts to atone for straying from the 


path Aslan laid out for her. Ji 
telligence as she takes advantage of the king and hunting 


in 


O 


a 


party's absence to gather in 


f innocence and engag 


clever cover, allowing 


suspicion. 


ngi 


Her 


ll’s actions reflect a strategic 


formation. By adopting a guise 
n childish behavior, she 


manages to navigate the castle without letting the giants 
know what she is up to. 


"prattling and giggling" serve as 


ner 


to make inquiries without raising 


This is an important turning point for Jill’s character, since, 
prior to this point, she seemed hopelessly naive and 
incapable of manipulation. While manipulating others is not 
typically considered a morally upstanding quality, it is 
justified here because Jill does it in service of Aslan’s 
mission in order to trick those who she will ultimately learn 
are on the side of the Queen of the Underland. 
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@@ Suddenly Puddleglum turned to them, and his face had 
gone so pale that you could see the paleness under the 


natural muddiness of his complexion. He said: 
“Don't eat another bite” 


“What’s wrong?” asked the other two in a whisper. 
hear what those giants were saying? ‘That’s a nice 


. “Didn't you 


tender 


haunch of venison, said one of them. ‘Then that stag was a liar, 


said another. ‘Why?’ said the first one. ‘Oh; said the other. ‘They 


say that when he was caught he said, Don't kill me 


, m tough. 


You won't like me.” For a moment Jill did not realize the full 
meaning of this. But she did when Scrubb’s eyes opened wide 


with horror and he said: 


“So we've been eating a Talking stag.” 


Related Characters: Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb, Puddleglum 


(speaker), The Queen of the Underland 
Related Themes: @® 


Page Number: 132-133 


Explanation and Analysis 


In this scene, Puddleglum, Scrubb, and Jill are eating lunch 
at Harfang, only to suddenly realize they have consumed a 


talking stag. The horror of this realization is und 


erscored by 


the stag's plea for its life, asserting its toughness as a reason 
to be spared, which has the double meaning of being tough 


to kill and tough to chew. Jill's delayed understa 


nding, 


followed by Scrubb’s shocked reaction, highlights the stark 


violation of Narnian law and morality they have 


unwittingly 


participated in. Eating a talk animal in Narnia would be akin 
to eating a human in Jill and Scrubb’s world. However, the 


giants appear to have no problem with eating ta 


ing 


animals—in fact, they brag about it. The giants’ matter-of- 


fact way of speaking about the matter suggests 


that they 


are not the gracious hosts the Queen of the Underland 


promised they would be. 


Chapter 10 Quotes 


@@ “Many fall down, and few return to the sunlit 


lands,” said 


the voice. “Make ready now to come with me to the Queen of 


the Deep Realm.’ 


“What does she want with us?” asked Scrubb cautiously. 


“| do not know,’ said the voice. “Her will is not to b 
but obeyed.” 


e questioned 


Related Characters: Eustace Scrubb, Warden of the 
Marches (speaker), Jill Pole, Prince Rilian, The Queen of the 
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Underland, Puddleglum 
Related Themes: © 


Page Number: 145-146 


Explanation and Analysis 


This moment comes from the beginning of Chapter 10, as 
Puddleglum, Jill, and Scrubb speak to the Warden of the 
Marches, who is cloaked in darkness. The Warden's 
response regarding the Queen of the Underland gives the 
adventurers a sense of how she rules. Essentially, the 
Queen of the Underland is a tyrant; she wants others to 
obey her will without question or reason. The Queen of the 
Underland is an important counterpoint to Aslan in the 
novel, who, though fearsome and stern, does not rule over 
arnia with an iron fist. Rather, he guides those who serve 
him in the proper direction but does not violate their free 
will. At this point, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum still do not 
know that the Queen of the Underland is responsible for 
capturing Prince Rilian, though they may start to expect that 
she is the culprit after hearing the Warden's description. 


@@ Jill found herself blinking and staring at a dense crowd. 

They were of all sizes, from little gnomes barely a foot high 
to stately figures taller than men. All carried three-pronged 
spears in their hands, and all were dreadfully pale, and all stood 
as still as statues. Apart from that, they were very different; 
some had tails and others not, some wore great beards and 
others had very round, smooth faces, big as pumpkins. There 
were long, pointed noses, and long, soft noses like small trunks, 
and great blobby noses. Several had single horns in the middle 
of their foreheads. But in one respect they were all alike: every 
face in the whole hundred was as sad as a face could be. They 
were so sad that, after the first glance, Jill almost forgot to be 
afraid of them. She felt she would like to cheer them up. 


Related Characters: Jill Pole, Prince Rilian, The Queen of 
the Underland, Warden of the Marches 


Related Themes: © 


Page Number: 146 


Explanation and Analysis 


After Jill and her friends agree to let the Warden of the 
arches take them to the Queen of the Underland, he 
lights up the cavern and allows them to see the other 
Earthmen surrounding him. Unlike the giants in Ettinsmoor 
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or Harfang, who terrified Jill, these creatures elicit her pity. 
Later, Jill will learn that the Earthmen are under the Queen 
of the Underland’s enchantment, just like Rilian, and do not 
want to serve her. The description of their appearances in 
this chapter is a physical representation of the mental toll 
the Queen of the Underland’s enchantment has taken on 
them. Essentially, the Earthmen serve as her slaves and are 
not allowed to question her rule. Because of this, they have 
lost the essence of their being, which has in turn altered 
their physical appearances. Rather than retaining 
individuality, the Earthmen look like they have begun to 
become one with their surroundings. 


@@ Here they passed dozens of strange animals lying on the 

turf, either dead or asleep, Jill could not tell which. These 
were mostly of a dragonish or bat-like sort; Puddleglum did not 
know what any of them were. 


“Do they grow here?” Scrubb asked the Warden. He seemed 
very surprised at being spoken to, but replied, “No. They are all 
beasts that have found their way down by chasms and caves, 
out of Overland into the Deep Realm. Many come down, and 
few return to the sunlit lands. It is said that they will all wake at 
the end of the world.’ 


Related Characters: Eustace Scrubb (speaker), Jill Pole, 
Prince Rilian, Puddleglum, Warden of the Marches 


Related Themes: © 


Page Number: 149-150 


Explanation and Analysis 


This somber moment takes place as the Warden of the 
Marches guides Jill, Eustace, and Puddleglum through the 
Underland. Here, they encounter a field of creatures whose 
stillness raises questions about whether they are deceased 
or merely ina deep slumber, blurring the line between life 
and death in a place that feels far removed from the vibrant 
ife of the surface world. Indeed, the Underland in general 
feels like a sort of purgatory where various creatures and 
people are trapped and cannot escape. Even the physical 
structure of the world (the Overland on top, the Underland 
in the middle, Bism on the bottom) supports this notion. 
Additionally, this passage foreshadows the fact that the 
Underland is difficult to escape, meaning that even if Jill and 
her friends find Prince Rilian, it will be difficult to return to 
the surface. Finally, this moment also foreshadows The Last 
Battle, the last book in the Narnia series, which deals with 
the end of the world and shares many details with the Book 
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n Bible. 


@@ Ifyou were not so young a warrior, Boy, you and | must 


have fought to the death on 


this quarrel. | can hear no 


words against my Lady’s honor. But of this you may be assured, 
that whatever she said to you, she said of a good intent. You do 
not know her. She is a nosegay of all virtues, as truth, mercy, 
constancy, gentleness, courage, and the rest. | say what | know. 
Her kindness to me alone, who can in no way reward her, would 
make an admirable history. But you shall know and love her 


hereafter.’ 


Related Characters: Prince Rilian (speaker), Jill Pole, 


Related Themes: © ®© 


Page Number: 158-159 


Explanation and Analysis 


Eustace Scrubb, The Queen of the Underland, Puddleglum 


Here, Prince Rilian is still under the Queen of the 


Underland’s enchantment, and 


neither he nor Jill and her 


friends know his true identity. When Scrubb attempts to tell 


Prince Rilian that the Queen of 


the Underland is not the 


great savior he describes her as, Prince Rilian quickly 
rebukes him. This passage hints that Prince Rilian’s 


enchantment manifests itself d 


Earthmen. The Earthmen are cold, distant, and act like 


ifferently than that of the 


automatons, while Prince Rilian is warm, passionate, and 
eager to sing the praises of his Queen. However, clearly, he 
does so without having put any thought into what he says. 


wrongdoings firsthand, or he si 


Either he has not witnessed the Queen of the Underland’s 


mply ignores them. His 


description of the Queen of the Underland recalls how a 


Narnian would describe Aslan, 


yet, in reality she lacks any of 


these virtues. It is because Rilian’s description is so 
sincere—yet so wrong—that Puddleglum begins to suspect 


something is amiss. 


Chapter 11 Quotes 


@@ “| don’t think it’s funny at all? said Jill. “I think you'll be a 


wicked tyrant.’ 


“What?” said the Knight, still laughing and patting her head ina 


quite infuriating fashion. “Is our | 
But never fear, sweetheart. In ru 
the counsel of my Lady, who wil 


ittle maid a deep politician? 
ling that land, | shall do all by 


then be my Queen too. Her 


word shall be my law, even as my word will be law to the people 


we have conquered.’ 
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Related Characters: Jill Pole, Prince Rilian (speaker), The 
Queen of the Underland 


Related Themes: €) & 5] © 
Related Symbols: © 


Page Number: 165-166 


Explanation and Analysis 


Here, Prince Rilian’s casual laughter annoys Jill because he 
does not seem to realize the obvious immorality of his 
behavior. Although it might be better for her to hold her 
tongue, Jill cannot help but speak out when bearing witness 
to such obvious falsehoods. In response, Rilian treats Jill 
with condescension, calling her a “little maid” and dismissing 
her concerns. Additionally, he reveals his desire to be 
nothing more than the Queen of the Underland’s puppet. 
Rilian describes his plans as though he has no mind of his 
own and exists only to serve his Queen. The silver chair 
upon which he sits every night is a false throne—a 
representation of the power he desires but will never 
actually have. Although Rilian does not realize it, the Queen 
of the Underland’s goal for him is the same thing he could 
achieve by simply returning to Narnia where he is a prince 
who will inherit the throne without the need for bloodshed. 


@@ tis well thought of; said the Knight. “By custom none but 

the Queen herself remains with me in my evil hour. Such is 
her tender care for my honor that she would not willingly suffer 
any ears but her own to hear the words | utter in that frenzy. 
But | could not easily persuade my attendant gnomes that you 
should be left with me. And | think | hear their soft feet even 
now upon the stairs. Go through yonder door: it leads into my 
other apartments. And there, either await my coming when 
they have unbound me; or, if you will, return and sit with me in 
my ravings.’ 


Related Characters: Prince Rilian (speaker), Jill Pole, 
Eustace Scrubb, The Queen of the Underland, Puddleglum 


Related Themes: © E 
Related Symbols: © 


Page Number: 168 


Explanation and Analysis 


Here, Prince Rilian reveals how the Queen of the Underland 
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has imprisoned him for so many years without realizing it. 
The eponymous silver chair is a symbol of the power the 
Queen of the Underland holds over Rilian. She promises 
him a throne when they return to the surface, yet, just as it 
is in the Underland, so it will be in the Overland: Rilian will 
have no real power. Perhaps subconsciously, Rilian seems to 
realize something is wrong with what the Queen of the 
Underland has told him. After all, normally she is the only 
one allowed to look after him while he is “in [his] ravings, 
but he invites Jill, Puddleglum, and Scrubb to come and see 
him if they wish. Presumably, this offer is something the 
Queen of the Underland would never stand for and, if what 
Prince Rilian said was true, could be dangerous for 
everyone involved. Still, he invites the adventurers to join 
him, which ultimately leads to his freedom and subtly hints 
that he was suspicious of his circumstances even in his 
enchantment. 


@@ “Once and for all,’ said the prisoner, “| adjure you to set me 


free. By all fears and all loves, by the bright skies of 


Overland, by the great Lion, by Aslan himself, | charge you—” 


“Oh!” said the three travelers as though they had been hurt. 
“It’s the sign,’ said Puddleglum. “It was the words of the sign,’ 
said Scrubb more cautiously. “Oh, what are we to do?” said Jill. 


Related Characters: Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb, Prince Rilian 
(speaker), Puddleglum, Aslan 


Related Themes: © ® 


Related Symbols: © 


Page Number: 174 


Explanation and Analysis 


Over the course of the novel, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum 
either entirely miss or are too late to recognize Aslan’s 
signs. However, here, Prince Rilian utters the fourth sign 
directly to them, and they are forced to make a decision on 
the spot. Because the novel deals so heavily in deception 
much of which has been visited upon Jill and her friends), 
the group has become skeptical of who to trust. In 
particular, they have a hard time in this moment because 
just moments ago Prince Rilian told them not to trust 
anything he says while strapped to the silver chair. However, 
the invocation of Aslan’s name, along with the orders Jill 
received from Aslan earlier in the novel, makes them 
question what is true. This moment serves as a test of their 
belief in Aslan, regardless of what else might have 
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influenced their thinking along the way. Ultimately, the 
group's belief in Aslan shines through, as they release 
Prince Rilian and discover his true identity. 


Chapter 12 Quotes 


@@ “One word. All you've been saying is quite right, | shouldn't 


wonder. |’m a chap who always liked to know the worst and 
then put the best face | can on it. So | won't deny any of what 
you said. But there’s one thing more to be said, even so. 
Suppose we have only dreamed, or made up, all those 
things—trees and grass and sun and moon and stars and Aslan 
himself. Suppose we have. Then all | can say is that, in that case, 
the made-up things seem a good deal more important than the 
real ones. Suppose this black pit of a kingdom of yours is the 
only world. Well, it strikes me as a pretty poor one. And that’s a 
funny thing, when you come to think of it. We're just babies 
making up a game, if you're right. But four babies playing a 
game can make a play-world which licks your real world hollow. 
That’s why I’m going to stand by the play-world. lm on Aslan’s 
side even if there isn’t any Aslan to lead it. I’m going to live as 
like a Narnian as | can even if there isn’t any Narnia.’ 


Related Characters: Puddleglum (speaker), Jill Pole, 
Eustace Scrubb, Prince Rilian, The Queen of the Underland 


Related Themes: €) © ED © 


Page Number: 190-191 


Explanation and Analysis 


nthis scene, the Queen of the Underland is attempting to 
take control of Jill, Eustace, Rilian, and Puddleglum’s minds 
by convincing them that their memories and beliefs are 
false. In response, Puddleglum delivers a poignant speech 
that encapsulates the importance of faith when tested by 
malevolent forces. Puddleglum's stance is that the virtues of 
courage, honesty, and loyalty (all of which Narnia embodies) 
hold intrinsic value. His choice to adhere to these principles, 
even in the face of doubt, reflects a deep conviction that 
iving by Narnian values is worthwhile for its own sake, not 
just as ameans to an end. His argument reflects Lewis’s 
arger belief in the value of Christian principles. Lewis is not 
interested in the factual basis of the Bible—at least not for 
the purposes of this argument; rather, he cares about its 
practical effects. Similarly, Puddleglum argues that a belief 
in Aslan and Narnian principles is positive in and of itself, 
regardless of what the Queen of the Underland wants him 
to believe. 
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Chapter 14 Quotes 


@@ “My father went to the world’s end.’ said Rilian 
thoughtfully. “It would be a marvelous thing if his son went to 
the bottom of the world” 


“If your Highness wants to see your father while he’s still alive, 
which | think he'd prefer,’ said Puddleglum, “it’s about time we 
were getting onto that road to the diggings.” 


Related Characters: Prince Rilian, Puddleglum (speaker), 
Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb, Golg 


Related Themes: © & 


Page Number: 218 


Explanation and Analysis 


This quote comes from a scene in which Prince Rilian and 
his rescuers are speaking to Golg, an Earthman, who offers 
to take them to his homeland of Bism, which sits on the 
bottom of the world and possess great riches. Jill assumes 
that no one will be interested in the offer and is shocked 
when Rilian and Scrubb appear open to the idea. Although 
the bottom of the world sounds compelling, Puddleglum 
rightfully points out that it is a temptation that will lead 
them away from the purpose of their true quest, much like 
Harfang was earlier in the novel. In particular, Puddleglum 
understands that it is important that Rilian return to his 
father as soon as possible because his father might not live 
much longer, though Puddleglum does not say so directly. 
Here, despite all of his negativity, Puddleglum demonstrates 
why he is a good guide and friend. Not only does he turn to 
the group’s attention back to the proper point of emphasis, 
but he does so while appealing to their sense of duty and 
honor. 


Chapter 16 Quotes 


@@ When they started to come down the gangway you could 
see what they were carrying: it was the old King on a bed, very 
pale and still. They set him down. The Prince knelt beside him 
and embraced him. They could see King Caspian raising his 
hand to bless his son. And everyone cheered, but it was a half- 
hearted cheer, for they all felt that something was going wrong. 
Then suddenly the King’s head fell back upon his pillows, the 
musicians stopped and there was a dead silence. The Prince, 
kneeling by the King’s bed, laid down his head upon it and wept. 


Related Characters: Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb, Prince Rilian, 
Puddleglum, King Caspian 
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Related Themes: © 


Page Number: 249 


Explanation and Analysis 


This passage is a moving depiction of a farewell between 
Prince Rilian and King Caspian, who have only just been 
reunited. Although tragic, their reunion is a reminder of the 
importance of Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum’s mission. Had 
they failed to retrieve Prince Rilian, King Caspian would 
have been left without an heir, which could spell disaster for 

arnia. Although this moment is very personal for Prince 
Rilian and King Caspian, both also realize its larger 
significance for the realm. King Caspian blesses his son to 
signify to the crowd that Prince Rilian will serve as a 
beneficent ruler in his stead. This moment is also significant 
because it is the last time Jill and Eustace see Prince Rilian 
before returning to Aslan’s realm and then their own world. 
Despite the adventure they went on together, by the end of 
the novel, Prince Rilian is once again out of reach. 


e@ [hen Eustace set his teeth and drove the thorn into the 

Lion's pad. And there came out a great drop of blood, 
redder than all redness that you have ever seen or imagined. 
And it splashed into the stream over the dead body of the King. 
At the same moment the doleful music stopped. And the dead 
King began to be changed. His white beard turned to gray, and 
from gray to yellow, and got shorter and vanished altogether; 
and his sunken cheeks grew round and fresh, and the wrinkles 
were smoothed, and his eyes opened, and his eyes and lips both 
laughed, and suddenly he leaped up and stood before them—a 
very young man, or a boy. 
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Related Characters: Jill Pole, Eustace Scrubb, Prince Rilian, 
Aslan, King Caspian 


Related Themes: O © 


Page Number: 249 


Explanation and Analysis 


In this scene, Jill and Scrubb have returned to Aslan’s realm, 
which sits high above Narnia to witness the rebirth of King 
Caspian in paradise. This scene once again establishes 
Aslan’s realm as a corollary to the Christian Heaven, as it 
serves as an eternal place for those who follow Aslan and 
live a good life. More Christian iconography is used in the 
act of resurrecting King Caspian itself. The thorn driven into 
Aslan’s paw is reminiscent of the crucifixion of Christ, which 
allowed sinners to be redeemed in the Christian Bible. 
Without Christ's sacrifice—or Aslan’s sacrifice, in this 
case—there is no way for humans to be reborn into 
paradise. In addition to the elements of Christian allegory in 
this scene, it is also an important moment for King Caspian 
and Scrubb, who are old friends but have not seen each 
other up to this point in the novel. Their reunion allows for a 
happy ending after the somber affair between Prince Rilian 
and King Caspian. 
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SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


The color-coded icons under each analysis entry make it easy to track where the themes occur most prominently throughout the 
work. Each icon corresponds to one of the themes explained in the Themes section of this LitChart. 


CHAPTER 1 


On an unimpressive autumn day, Jill Pole stands behind her 
school gymnasium and cries. Jill attends an English school 
called the Experiment House, which allows students to do as 
they please. Unfortunately, what many of the students like to 
do is bully, and Jill is crying because some of the other students 
were bullying her. As Jill cries, a boy in her class named Eustace 
Scrubb walks around the back of the gym and accidentally 
bumps into her. At first, Jill is annoyed and tells Scrubb to watch 
where he is going. When Scrubb sees Jill is upset, he apologizes 
and tries to comfort her. 


Jill tells Scrubb that something about him has changed recently 
because he has become much more friendly. Scrubb confirms 
Jill’s sentiment. He feels he has changed because of some 
strange experiences he has had. At first, Scrubb does not go 
into specifics because he does not know if Jill will believe him. 
However, after assuring Jill he is telling the truth, Scrubb says 
he is a changed person because he traveled to a magical realm 
with his cousins during the holidays. While in the magical world, 
Scrubb claims to have encountered many different types of 
magical creatures, including someone named Aslan. 


Jill asks Scrubb whether it is possible for her to enter this 
magical realm. Scrubb says that it might be. Last time he was 
there, Aslan told his cousins that they were not allowed to 
return because they had already entered the realm three times. 
However, Scrubb has only been there once, and Aslan did not 
say anything to him, so he assumes he can go back. 


n order to get to Narnia, Scrubb leads Jill through a ritual that 
involves lifting their arms out in front of them and repeating 
Aslan’s name. However, before they can get anywhere, Jil 
hears one of her bullies coming in their direction. Jill and 
Scrubb scramble up a hill and open a door that they think leads 
to the outskirts of the school. However, when they step 
through the door, they find themselves staring out at a land 
they do not recognize full of sunshine and blue skies. Jill is 
equal parts excited and terrified. She is happy to be away from 
her bullies and in a beautiful land, but she does not know where 
she is. When she looks over at Scrubb, she notices that he looks 
frightened as well. 
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C. S. Lewis—the author of the Narnia series—famously advocated 
for a return to more traditional modes of education that fostered 
Christian ethics. He believed schools like the Experiment House 
resulted in undisciplined and immoral students. Lewis uses the 
Experiment House and its moral failures as a point of contrast for 
his magical realm of Narnia, which is a place where children learn 
moral lessons that align with Lewis’s Christian beliefs 


The events that Scrubb alludes to in this section are detailed in The 
Voyage of the Dawn Treader, the third Narnia book in publishing 
order. Indeed, there are several important characters from that 
novel, as well as other Narnia novels that appear in The Silver 
Chair. Notably, Scrubb became a better person after his visit to 
Narnia, which demonstrates the value of the moral education one 
can receive in Narnia. 


Scrubb’s cousins are the Pevensie children, who appear in the 
majority of the Narnia novels. Additionally, the number three—the 
number of times someone can go to Narnia—is a number of great 
significance in the Christian tradition; a number that represents 
divine harmony completeness. 


The sunny, bright skies of this new world exist in sharp contrast to 
the dull autumn day that opens the novel. This shift in natural 
imagery signifies that there is something alive and vibrant about this 
new land that did not exist in Jill and Scrubb’s world. However, 
although the setting is beautiful, it is also terrifying. In every Narnia 
novel, the protagonists enter Narnia through an unassuming 
doorway. Still, the look on Scrubb’s face suggests that he does not 
know where they ended up, meaning they may not be in Narnia. 


O 
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Scrubb shuts the door behind them so no one else can come 
through, and together Jill and Scrubb set out to explore this 
new world. At first, all they can see are large trees all around 
them. They are in a forest that is vast but feels empty. Suddenly, 
Scrubb yanks Jill backwards because he notices they are close 
to acliff. Annoyed with Scrubb for trying to protect her, Jill 
stands on the precipice of the cliff to prove her bravery. 


However, when Jill turns around and looks over the edge of the 
cliff, she begins to panic. The cliff is much larger than she could 
have imagined—its heights far greater than anything found on 
Earth. As she peers over the edge, she sees things that look like 
sheep, which she quickly realizes are clouds. Far, far below the 
cliff, Jill can see that something else exists, though it is too far 
away for her to be able to tell if it is land or water. 


Looking over the cliff makes Jill dizzy, and she starts to fall. 
Scrubb attempts to grab her and help her back to safety, but Jill 
struggles and ends up knocking Scrubb off the cliff. Jill manages 
to keep her balance but watches in terror as Scrubb falls down 
toward the clouds. As Scrubb falls, a lion shows up next to Jill 
on the precipice and blows strong gusts of air in Scrubb’s 
direction. The air moves Scrubb in the opposite direction from 
where Jill is standing. Eventually, Scrubb moves so far away 
that he is nothing but a tiny speck on the horizon. 


CHAPTER 2 


Without looking at Jill, the lion blows one last gust of air and 
then walks back into the forest. Jill tries to convince herself 
that she is dreaming, but she quickly decides this cannot be the 
case. She thinks again about Scrubb falling over the cliff and 
breaks down crying. After some time, Jill pulls herself together, 
and perks up when she realizes she is listening to the sound of 
running water. Jill is incredibly thirsty, so she stands up and 
cautiously makes her way toward the sound. 


Before long, Jill finds a stream and is eager to drink from it. 
However, she stops short when she sees the lion from the cliff 
lying down next to it. Immediately, the lion spots Jill, which 
paralyzes her. The lion looks at Jill and tells her to drink from 
the stream if she is thirsty. It takes Jill a minute to realizes that 
the words have come from the lion. She recalls Scrubb telling 
her that animals speak in Narnia, but the first time she 
witnesses it is still startling. 
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Here, Jill walks a fine line between two the novel's primary thematic 
concerns: temptation and bravery. Because she feels Scrubb is being 
over-protective, she tempts fate by walking near the edge of the cliff. 
Her behavior requires courage, but it is also shortsighted and 
childish because she does not think about how she is putting herself 
in danger. 


© O 


Here, Jill realizes her mistake as she is treated to a sublime view that 
she struggles to comprehend. Although she seems to have found 
herself in a majestic new land, it is as terrifying as it is beautiful. 
Unfortunately, as far as Jill can tell, it does not map on to Scrubb’s 
previous description of Narnia. 


© O 


Scrubb pays the consequences for Jill’s behavior and would have 
died if not for the lion and his magical breath. Scrubb shows great 
courage in attempting to save Jill, a trait he gained from his previous 
trip to Narnia. However, Jill now finds herself in a precarious 
position; she is on her own ina land she does not recognize, 
standing next to a lion. Although Scrubb previously told Jill about 
Aslan, she does not know if this is the same lion. 


O 


Here, Jill has to take a moment to accept the reality of her 
circumstances, which proves to be too much for her. She realizes 
that she is in way over her head and that she is responsible for 
Scrubb falling over the cliff. Although Jill’s circumstances are 
overwhelming, at least the lion does not appear to be a threat, as it 
leaves her alone after blowing gusts of air at Scrubb. 


O 


Folk and fairy tales are a major influence on the Narnia series, 
which can be seen in its use of talking animals. In fairy tales, lions 
are often representations of courage and wisdom, though 
occasionally they are dangerous and violent beasts. At this point, it 
is unclear what kind of lion this one will turn out to be. 


O 
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When Jill does not immediately move toward the stream, the 
lion asks her whether she is thirsty. Jill tells the lion she is dying 
for a drink, but she is worried he might try to eat her. When she 
asks him directly if he eats girls, the lion responds, “I have 
swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and 
emperors, cities and realms.” In response, Jill decides to go look 
for another stream, but the lion warns her that she will not find 
one. 


Seeing that she has no other choice, Jill drinks from the stream, 
worrying the whole time that the lion will attack her. When she 
is done drinking, the lion asks Jill to approach him, and she does 
as he asks. Then, the lion asks Jill what happened to Scrubb. Jill 
admits that Scrubb fell off the cliff because she was showing 
off. The lion says that Jill answered his question well and that 
he has an important task for her. 


Jill wonders if the lion has her confused with another person 
and explains how she arrived in Narnia. The lion explains that 
she would not have been able to enter Narnia if he had not 
called to her. Then, the lion explains Jill’s task, which he expects 
her to undertake with Scrubb. There is an old king in Narnia 
who is without an heir because someone stole his only son. The 
lion wants Jill and Scrubb to find the lost prince and return him 
to his father. As the lion talks, Jill remembers what Scrubb told 
her back in the schoolyard and realizes the lion must be Aslan. 


Aslan tells Jill about a series of four signs that she must look 
out for in order to find the prince. First, he asks Jill to ensure 
that Scrubb speaks to an old friend as soon as he arrives in 
Narnia. Second, Jill must find a ruined city that once belonged 
to giants to the north of Narnia. Third, she must obey the 
writing she finds on the stone in the giant city. Fourth, Jill will 
know the prince when she finds him because he will ask her to 
do something in Aslan’s name. 


Once Aslan is sure Jill has memorized the signs, he tells her 
that he will send her to Scrubb using his breath. Then, they 
walk together back to the cliff. Before sending Jill on her way, 
Aslan urges her once again to remember the signs he gave her. 
Then, he blows her off the cliff in the direction of Scrubb. It 
takes amoment for Jill to realize what is happening, and 
although she is momentarily terrified, she quickly calms down. 
Her journey in the air takes a long time, and she spends it 
repeating Aslan’s signs to herself and sleeping. Finally, she gets 
low enough to the ground that Narnia’s topography becomes 
visible. Eventually, she lands on a riverbank just a few feet away 
from Scrubb. 
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The lion’s response suggests there is far more to him that meets the 
eye and readers of previous Narnia books will likely recognize his 
rhetoric as that of Aslan. However, Jill has yet to make the 
connection between the lion in front of her and the one Scrubb told 
her about back in the schoolyard. At the moment, fear has 
paralyzed her, and she cannot think straight. 


O 


Deception is an important theme in the novel, though, despite Jill’s 
concern, it is nothing she needs to worry about here. After she is 
done drinking, Jill is honest with the lion about her shortcomings, 
which the lion appears to appreciate. Had she answered differently, 
she may not have been offered the lion’s important task. 


Although Jill feels she has come to Narnia under her own volition, 
Aslan’s response suggests that Jill may be less in control of her fate 
than she realizes. In the world of Narnia, Aslan is a god-like figure, 
who watches over the realm and possess supernatural abilities. 
Throughout the Narnia series, he gives the various protagonists 
tasks, which simultaneously allow them to better themselves and 
aid Narnia. 


Aslan’s instructions imply that, wherever Jill currently is, she is not 
in Narnia. Otherwise, she would have already failed Aslan’s first 
instruction. Although Aslan does not clarify Jill’s current location, 
his instructions appear fairly straightforward, though accomplishing 
them is another story. 


Jill’s memorization of Aslan’s signs will become an important aspect 
of the novel, as it demonstrates her dedication to the task at hand. 
Jill’s trip to Narnia gives a clearer sense of where she was before 
Aslan sent her away. Aslan lives on some sort of land that sits high 
above Narnia. His position far above Narnia indicates that he 
watches over the land and acts as a god-like figure. The length of 
Jill’s journey—as well as her reaction when looking over the 
cliff—indicates that Aslan’s land exists in a space beyond normal 
human comprehension. 
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Surrounding Jill and Scrubb is a scene of immense grandeur 
and beauty. There is an opulent castle with an impressive ship 
docked nearby. Around the castle is a crowd watching as an 
elderly man (the King) boards a ship. In the crowd there are 
people, animals, and all manner of mythical creatures, such as 
satyrs, centaurs, and giants. Suddenly, Jill remembers the first 
sign that Aslan told her to look out for. She turns to Scrubb and 
tells him that he must find his old friend and talk to him. 


Scrubb is angry with Jill for causing him to fall off the cliff and 
does not listen to what she says. Instead, they turn their 
attention to the King’s departure. The King is speaking with a 
dwarf named Trumpkin who seems to be his second in 
command. The King kisses Trumpkin’s cheeks, boards the ship, 
and the ship departs. As the King leaves, a giant owl named 
Glimfeather lands next to Scrubb and Jill. The owl tells them 
that he noticed they came floating down from the sky. Rather 
than answer, Scrubb asks where they are. Glimfeather tells 
them they have landed next to Cair Paravel, a great castle in 
Narnia. 


Scrubb informs Glimfeather that Aslan sent them to Cair 
Paravel to rescue the prince, and the owl says they should 
speak to Trumpkin. Before speaking with Trumpkin, Scrubb 
asks the owl for the King’s name. The owl responds, “Caspian 
the Tenth,’ which causes Scrubb’s face to turn a sickly color. 
Before Jill can ask Scrubb what is wrong, Glimfeather 
introduces them to Trumpkin. Unfortunately, Trumpkin is quite 
deaf and misinterprets everything the owl says. Eventually, the 
owl gets his message through, and Trumpkin invites Jill and 
Scrubb to stay in the castle. Notably, Glimfeather does not 
mention that Jill and Scrubb want to find the prince, though he 
does not say why. 


After getting cleaned up in the castle, Scrubb and Jill meet to 
trade information. Scrubb tells Jill that time passes differently 
in Narnia than it does in the real world. Last time Scrubb was in 
arnia, he went on an adventure with King Caspian, who, at the 
time, was barely older than Scrubb. This information distresses 
Jill because she worries that King Caspian was the friend 
Scrubb was supposed to meet with and now he is gone. After 
briefly arguing over who is at fault for their failures thus far, Jill 
and Scrubb go to the great hall of the castle and eat a 
magnificent dinner. Then they head to bed, exhausted. 
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Although different than Aslan’s land, the beauty of the realm of 
Narnia also stands in sharp opposition to the drudgery of Jill and 
Scrubb’s school. As soon as she steps foot in Narnia, Jill gets an 
overwhelming view of what it has to offer, so much so that she 
nearly forgets the first sign, which she spent a lot of time 
memorizing. 


Jill lets Scrubb’s anger, along with the King’s departure, distract her 
from following the first sign. Although she made an effort, Jill has 
already fallen behind on following the signs, which could prove 
troublesome for her quest moving forward. Meanwhile, although his 
size is intimidating, Glimfeather proves he may be a keen ally, as he 
is the only one attending the King’s departure who noticed Jill and 
Scrubb. 


The sick look on Scrubb’s face implies that he recognizes the name 
Caspian the Tenth, as will the readers of previous Narnia novels. 
However, for the moment, Jill is left in the dark, hoping that 
Glimfeather and Trumpkin will lead them in the right direction. 
Although Glimfeather appears eager to help, his decision not to tell 
Trumpkin about the missing prince is something of a red flag. It 
seems that Glimfeather does not trust Trumpkin with the 
information for some reason, and it is unclear whether his behavior 
is altruistic. 


© 


Here, Jill realizes that she has already failed the task Aslan gave her, 
which may make the rest of the journey all the more difficult. 
Although Jill's failure is not ideal, her worry suggests that she cares 
about what Aslan thinks, as well as the task at hand. Indeed, she will 
spend much of the novel worrying that she has either missed or 
misinterpreted Aslan’s signs. Her struggle recalls the Christian desire 
to properly interpret and carry out the word of God. 
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CHAPTER 4 


As Jill starts getting ready for bed, she hears a tap on her 
window. She opens the window to find a large owl, who asks 
her if she is serious about wanting to rescue the prince. Jill 
assures the owl that she very much wants to rescue the prince, 
so the owl tells her to prepare for a journey. Then, the owl 
leaves to fetch Scrubb. Jill changes into clothes better suited to 
travel and then waits for the owl to return. 


The owl tells Jill to climb on his back so that he can fly her to 
Scrubb. Then, he flies her to a dilapidated tower full of owls and 
sets her down next to Scrubb. Glimfeather begins a meeting, 
which he calls “a parliament of owls.” Before the meeting can 
properly get underway, Scrubb asks the owls if they all have 
King Caspian’s best interest at heart. He does not understand 
the need to meet secretly, and he warns the owls that he will 
not aid anyone who is traitorous to the King. Glimfeather 
explains that they meet at night because owls believe it is the 
proper time to undertake important business. 


Glimfeather also explains that they are meeting secretly 
because he does not think Trumpkin would allow Jill and 
Scrubb to go after the prince. Previously, many of the bravest 
people and creatures in Narnia tried finding the prince but 
never came back. Because King Caspian did not want more 
people to die, he issued an order stating that no one was 
allowed to pursue the prince any longer. Glimfeather believes 
that the King would make an exception if he knew that Aslan 
had sent Scrubb and Jill. However, Trumpkin is in charge at the 
moment, and he is a stickler for the rules. Scrubb asks 
Glimfeather how long King Caspian will be away. Glimfeather 
replies that he does not know—King Caspian went in search of 
Aslan, who has recently been spotted on an island in Narnia. 


Glimfeather tells the story of the prince’s disappearance. The 
prince’s name is Rilian, and one day he was out riding with his 
mother, the Queen of Narnia, and other high-ranking members 
of the court. In the middle of the day, the group stopped ina 
beautiful glade to eat and drink. There, the Queen fell asleep, 
and the rest of the party gave her some distance so they would 
not wake her. However, while everyone else was away, a snake 
slithered up and bit the Queen’s hand. Rilian heard his mother 
cry out in pain, so he came running, sword in hand, just in time 
to see the serpent slither off. Sadly, the serpent’s venom was 
powerful, and its bite killed the Queen. 
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Again, although the owls seem to be earnest about wanting to help 
Jill and Scrubb, their behavior is suspicious. However, having 
nowhere else to turn, Jill puts her trust in the owl and prepares for 
the journey ahead. 


“Parliament of owls’—the name of the chapter—is a pun; a large 
group of owls is known as a parliament, and parliament is also the 
name for the highest legislature in the United Kingdom. Although 
Scrubb makes it clear that he believes the owls are acting 
suspicious, Glimfeather offers a different perspective—they are 
owls, so of course they meet at night. They are, after all, nocturnal. 
Although Scrubb may have been wrong about his suspicions, he still 
shows great courage in standing up to the owls he thinks might not 
have his friend’s best interest in mind. 


© O 


Despite Jill and Scrubb’s suspicions, it appears that everyone they 
have met so far in Narnia is kind and well-intentioned because 
Aslan watches over and guides them. However, when Jill and Scrubb 
venture outside of Narnia later in the novel, they will have to deal 
with people and creatures who do not have Aslan’s moral principles 
to guide them. Of course, Aslan’s watchful eye does not make 
Narnia a sort of paradise. Things still go wrong in Narnia, as King 
Caspian’s situation demonstrates. Although King Caspian does not 
know it, Aslan is already well aware of his situation and has sent Jill 
and Scrubb to rectify it. King Caspian would have been made aware 
that this was the case had Jill more carefully followed Aslan’s 
instructions. 


The story of the Queen's death is an allusion to the biblical story of 
the Garden of Eden in Genesis. The Queen of Narnia falls asleep in 
an idyllic place, unaware that evil may lurk nearby. Because she lets 
her guard down, a serpent—much like the one from 
Genesis—attacks and kills her. The Queen’s death is part of the 
novel’s running commentary on how evil can be deceptive. 
Throughout the novel, characters tend to let their guard down 
around beautiful things and people, leading to negative 
consequences. 
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After the Queen of Narnia’s death, Rilian went to great lengths 
to find the serpent. One day, he took his best friend, Lord 
Drinian, with him to the spot where the serpent bit the Queen. 
Drinian and Rilian spotted a beautiful woman standing in the 
glade, and she beckoned to Rilian. However, before Rilian could 
move toward her, she disappeared. That evening, they returned 
to the castle. Drinian was not sure what to make of the event, 
but he wondered whether the woman was evil. That night, 
Rilian left the castle by himself and never returned. 


After Glimfeather finishes his story, he offers to take Jill and 
Scrubb to one of the Marsh-wiggles, which will help them get 
into Ettinsmoor. Based on what Aslan told Jill, they know they 
need to seek out the ruins of a giant city. Glimfeather offers to 
take them right away. However, when he turns to look at Jill, 
she has passed out from exhaustion. 


CHAPTER 5 


Glimfeather and another owl transport Jill and Scrubb to a 

swampy area, where they introduce them to a Marsh-wiggle 
named Puddleglum. A Marsh-wiggle is ahumanoid creature 
with especially long arms and legs, as well as webbed hands. Jill 
is exhausted and barely manages to stay awake throughout the 
entire process of meeting Puddleglum. She recalls falling asleep 
to Puddleglum telling her that she will have a hard time 
sleeping because of the damp conditions of his home, which 
called a wigwam. 


S 


The following morning, Jill and Scrubb wake up and go looking 
for Puddleglum, who is fishing close to his wigwam. He is fishing 
for eels because he wants to make them eel stew for dinner, 
even though he does not think they will like it. Puddleglum 
thinks he will not manage to catch any eels, but he ends up with 
over a dozen, which he cooks into a stew. 


While the eels cook, Puddleglum asks Jill and Scrubb about 
their plans to find Prince Rilian. Puddleglum tells them that he 
intends to join them on their journey, though he is not 
confident they will get far. Jill says that they must start by 
looking for a ruined city of giants, which is one of the signs 
Aslan told her to look out for. Puddleglum suggests that they 
head north to a place called Ettinsmoor, the land of the giants, 
which could be dangerous. 
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Again, it seems that beauty has deceived Rilian and led him astray. 
The position of the beautiful woman in the glade aligns with that of 
the serpent, implying that there is some relationship between the 
two. Whether Rilian makes that connection is unclear. His 
disappearance from the castle is sudden and, because he never 
comes back, Lord Drinian has no way of verifying his friend’s true 
intentions. 
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Jill and Scrubb have to place their faith in Glimfeather because they 
have already missed Aslan’s first sign and have nowhere else to turn. 
Luckily, Glimfeather appears eager to help and understands the 
urgency of the mission. 


O 


Marsh-wiggles are a fantastical creature created by Lewis, and they 
only appear in The Silver Chair (though Puddleglum’s name is 
mentioned in The Last Battle as well). Puddleglum—as his name 
suggests—is a pessimist whose gloomy statements are often 
immediately disproven. Here, Jill barely allows his negativity to sink 
in because she is too exhausted from her long journey. 
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Despite his pessimistic attitude, Puddleglum tends to succeed at 
whatever he puts his mind to, such as catching the eels. Jill and 
Scrubb quickly learn that the opposite of what Puddleglum says 
tends to be true. However, since the children tend to be overly 
trusting, Puddleglum’s pessimism and skepticism will prove useful. 


Ettinsmoor is a distinct land from Narnia, which Aslan does not 
watch over or rule. As such, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum will be 
more likely to meet creatures who do not abide by the mores and 
ethics of Narnia should they venture there. Despite Puddleglum’s 
skepticism, he is a creature of great courage and does not seem 
bothered to have to venture into Ettinsmoor. 


O 
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When Puddleglum’s stew is finished, Jill and Scrubb try it and 
find it is delicious. They eat their fill and then prepare for their 
journey, which they will embark on the following day. 
Puddleglum plans to carry food, blankets, a sword, and a bow. 
He also gives Scrubb a bow to use, in addition to a sword 
Scrubb brought from Cair Paravel. Meanwhile, Jill has only a 
knife to defend herself. That evening, everyone goes to bed 
early so they can wake up bright and early to begin their 
journey. 


CHAPTER 6 


The beginning of the journey through Puddleglum’s marsh is 
wet but easy enough. When the party makes it out of the 
marsh, they come to a gorge with large boulders lined up all 
around. Jill remarks that the boulders almost look like giants 
and wonders if anyone has ever mistaken the two. Suddenly, 
one of the boulders moves and Jill realizes she has been looking 
at a giant after. Then more of the boulders start to move, and 
the adventurers realize that giants are surrounding them. 


Puddleglum warns Jill and Scrubb to continue walking and 
pretend they have not seen the giants. If they try to run away, 
the giants will catch them immediately. Meanwhile, the giants 
pay no mind to Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum; in fact, they don’t 
even seem to have spotted them. However, as Jill, Scrubb, and 
Puddleglum walk along the gorge, the giants begin throwing 
large stones, many of which land near the travelers. Jill asks 
Puddleglum if the giants are aiming at them. Puddleglum 
explains that the giants are merely playing a game that they 
play every day, but they have terrible aim. 


Soon, the giants’ game turns into a fight. The giants are 
exceptionally stupid and regularly hurt themselves while trying 
to inflict pain on one another. Eventually, the giants all hurt 
themselves so much that they collectively sit down and cry. 
That evening, the travelers sleep close together for warmth, 
and Puddleglum warns Jill and Scrubb that the nights will only 
get colder the farther north they go. 


For the next 10 days, Puddleglum, Jill and Scrubb, make their 
way across the mountainous terrain of Ettinsmoor. Each day, 
Puddleglum and Scrubb shoot birds out of the sky with their 
bow to eat. On the 10th day of travel, the party comes to an 
impasse, which makes it look as though they might have to 
travel down a steep cliff. The route looks exceptionally 
dangerous, so they try to find a way around. 
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Without Puddleglum, Jill and Scrubb would be lost. Not only does 
he provide them with food and shelter, but he also gives them 
weapons and serves as their guide. Although Jill and Scrubb still 
have no idea what to expect from the journey ahead, they appear to 
be back on track, despite their near misstep. 


O 


The journey into Ettinsmoor begins with deception, as what appears 
to be a boulder turns out to be the head of a giant. Jill demonstrates 
that she is perceptive but still not quite prepared for what awaits 
her in Ettinsmoor. Similarly, although Puddleglum has journeyed to 
Ettinsmoor before, he missed the giants hiding in plain sight as well, 
making him a questionable guide. 
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Walking through the land of the giants requires great courage from 
Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum, as they must resist their natural 
instincts to run away. Throughout the novel, courage is depicted not 
only as physical bravery but also emotional resilience. Although Jill 
lacks courage at the beginning of the novel, she slowly gains it 
throughout her adventure with Puddleglum and Scrubb, and it 
proves to be a vital trait. 
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Notably, although the giants are physically intimidating, they lack 
finesse and intelligence. To safely make it through Ettinsmoor, Jill, 
Scrubb, and Puddleglum will have to rely on their smarts because 
they are no match for the giants if things turn violent. 


O 


The weather, the terrain, and the lack of resources make it clear that 
Ettinsmoor is not a place humans regularly visit. Even for 
Puddleglum, who knows the area, traveling and surviving are 
difficult, and the group gets by on scant few resources. Still, 
regardless of how impossible the situation appears, the adventurers 
carry on. 


O 
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Soon, they spot a bridge, which Puddleglum finds peculiar. He 
warns Jill and Scrubb that a sorcerer may have constructed it 
and, therefore, that it might be dangerous. Scrubb tells 
Puddleglum he is just being pessimistic and decides to cross the 
bridge anyway. As the party approaches the end of the bridge, 
they see two figures: a beautiful woman wearing green ona 
horse and a knight in black armor. 


The beautiful woman greets the travelers and asks them where 
they are going. Jill starts to tell her that they are looking for the 
ruined city of the giants, though Puddleglum hushes her before 
she can say anymore. The woman tells the travelers that she 
does not know about any ruined city, but if they continue on 
their current path, they will find Harfang, the city of the giants. 
Unlike the giants they have seen in Ettinsmoor, the giants of 
Harfang are said to be kind, and the beautiful woman promises 
that they are gracious hosts. She suggests that they say to the 
giants “that She of the Green Kirtle salutes them by you, and 
has sent them two fair Southern children for the Autumn 
Feast.” 


Jill and Scrubb are eager to travel to Harfang, though 
Puddleglum is not so sure. Once the beautiful woman and the 

night are gone, Puddleglum remarks upon how strange it was 
to find them in the mountains. He worries the woman’s advice 
could lead to trouble. However, Jill and Scrubb want nothing 
more than a warm bed and a nice meal. Eventually, they 
convince Puddleglum to go to Harfang. They spend the next 
few days traveling through the mountains, each of which is 
colder than the last. By the time the party finally sees Harfang 
in the distance, Jill and Scrubb have all but forgotten the 
purpose of their journey. 


CHAPTER 7 


Although Harfang is in sight, the party still has some traveling 
to go. The day is overcast and cold with freezing wind, and the 
terrain is hard and barren. After walking for some time, snow 
begins to fall—lightly at first, but soon so hard that the travelers 
can barely see where they are going. Eventually, they reach the 
bottom of a hill with a number of high ledges. Puddleglum has 
no trouble traversing the terrain because of his long limbs, but 
he has to help Jill and Scrubb over every obstacle. 
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The woman and the knight are a peculiar sight because of how 
inhospitable the conditions of Ettinsmoor are for humans. The 
description of the woman in green recalls the figure Rilian saw 
before permanently disappearing, and the knight in black by her 
side could prove similarly dangerous. 
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Jill is far too open with the beautiful woman, trusting her implicitly 
rather than treating her with skepticism. However, here, 
Puddleglum’s cynicism comes in handy, as he hushes Jill before she 
can reveal too many details of their journey. Despite Puddleglum'’s 
behavior, the woman appears to want to help the adventurers. In 
the previous Narnia novels, giants have a mixed 
reputation—sometimes they are kind, other times dangerous—so it’s 
difficult to predict whether the woman’s advice is as helpful as it 
seems. 


Temptation is an important theme in the novel and here, Jill and 
Scrubb let the temptation of a warm bed prevent them from 
thinking rationally about what has just occurred. They desperately 
want a break from their grueling task, and, given that Puddleglum 
always prepares for the worst, they choose to ignore them. Notably, 
going off course means the potential to miss more of Aslan’s signs, 
which could result in the failure of their mission. 
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The terrible weather conditions mean that Jill and Scrubb will be 
more tempted than ever to reach Harfang and ignore potentially 
important information for their journey. Meanwhile, although the 
cold also affects Puddleglum, it does not bother him as much 
because he is better built for the terrain, so he remains focused on 
the task at hand. 
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When the group reaches the top of the hill, they see a variety of 
steep trenches crisscrossing through the terrain. Each one is 
several feet high and will require great effort to surmount. To 
make matters worse, they are now facing the full force of the 
wind because they are on atop of a hill. Jill has a hard time 
thinking about anything other than that she is freezing. 
Because she can hardly see anything, Jill loses her footing and 
falls down into a trench. Luckily, she does not hurt herself, and 
she appreciates that the trench provides a nice respite from 

the wind and the snow. 


Scrubb joins Jill down in the trench because he suspects they 
may be able to use the trenches to travel. Puddleglum stays 
outside, worried that the trench is likely to lead somewhere 
dangerous, like a dragon’s lair. Scrubb and Jill walk around the 
trench but can only find paths that either lead south or to dead 
ends. Then, they return to Puddleglum, who pulls them back 
out into the freezing weather. 


Puddleglum asks Jill about the signs Aslan told her to look for, 
but she is too overwhelmed to remember them at the moment. 
She knows if she thinks hard, she could still recite them, though 
secretly she is angry at herself for not remembering them 
better. In the distance, Jill and Scrubb spot Harfang through 
the snow and once again get excited about finding a warm bed. 
Puddleglum suggests that they stay and explore the area 
around the trenches because it could be useful to their journey. 
However, the children are set on going to Harfang. 


After some more walking and climbing, Puddleglum, Jill, and 
Scrubb finally reach Harfang. Puddleglum calls out to the 
porter and asks to be let in. Although the porter is unsure at 
first, he eagerly lets the party inside after Jill repeats the 
message about the Autumn Feast told to her by the beautiful 
lady they met near the bridge. The porter takes the group to a 
nice fire and hands Puddleglum a large flask. Puddleglum 
worries it might be poison but ends up drinking the whole thing 
anyway. Rather than killing him, it makes him rather giggly. The 
porter leaves for amoment and then returns to tell the 
travelers that they are requested in the throne room. In the 
throne room, many giants are seated, including two—the King 
of the giants and the Queen of the giants—who are seated 
upon thrones. Jill and Scrubb bow as asign of respect, and 
Puddleglum sits on the floor. 
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What may seem like a minor obstacle for a giant is a major hurdle to 
overcome for Jill, Scrubb, and, to a lesser extent, Puddleglum. 
Although Harfang started as an object of temptation, the worsening 
weather conditions make it increasingly seem like a necessity. After 
all, Jill can barely think straight and could very well have hurt herself 
while falling into the trench. 


Scrubb and Jill are eager to explore the trench, in part, because they 
are desperate to escape the current conditions of their journey. 
Meanwhile, Puddleglum’s pessimism prevents him from joining 
them in the trench, which appears to be a dead end anyway. As 
such, in this case, neither the children’s desperation nor 
Puddleglum’s pessimism get them any closer to success. 


Although Harfang is a tempting distraction, Jill knows she could 
have done a better job heeding Aslan’s instructions and secretly 
worries that the rescue mission might fail because of her. Once 
again, Puddleglum tries to insist that the children resist the 
temptation of Harfang, but he does not have the authority to 
convince them. 


So far, it appears that the beautiful lady did not lead the party 
astray as Puddleglum suspected might happen. Once inside 
Harfang, Puddleglum starts giving into temptation himself, drinking 
from a flask that he suspects could contain poison. In reality, 
Puddleglum’s reaction to the flask implies that it contains alcohol or 
something similar, and he drinks far too much of it considering the 
dangerous situation he and the children may have found themselves 
in. Luckily, the giants don’t seem to be an immediate threat, as they 
welcome the travelers warmly and appear especially interested in 
Jill and Scrubb. 
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CHAPTER 8 


Unsure of himself, Scrubb repeats the line about the Autumn 
feast to the King of the giants and the Queen of the giants. In 
response, the King and the Queen give each other a strange 
smile that makes Jill uneasy. The Queen marks that Scrubb and 
Jill are “good children,’ and the King reaches out and shakes 
their arms with his hand. Amoment later, Puddleglum utters a 
nonsensical word, which frightens the Queen, who did not 
seem to realize he was alive. The children assure her that she 
will like Puddleglum better once she gets to know him. 


Overwhelmed, Jill suddenly breaks down crying. At the sight of 
Jill’s tears, the Queen of the giants orders her servants to take 
the guests and make sure they are well taken care of. Then, the 
Queen’s Nurse picks up Jill and brings her to awarm bedroom. 
Jill wonders if the giants will have food and utensils that are 
appropriate for someone her size. Luckily, the Queen’s Nurse 
has clothes to fit Jill and excellent food, which Jill enjoys. The 
only thing Jill does not like about the Queen’s Nurse is that she 
keeps bringing Jill oversized children’s toys. Jill repeatedly tells 
the nurse that she does not want the toys, but the Nurse says 
she thinks Jill will want them tomorrow once she has rested. 


That night, Jill has a strange dream. An oversized toy horse in 
her bedroom transforms into Aslan, who tells Jill to repeat the 
signs to herself. Terrified, Jill feels as though she has forgotten 
them all. Then, Aslan picks up Jill in his mouth and carries her to 
the window. In the sky, Jill sees the words “UNDER ME.” Jill 
wakes up late the following morning having forgotten about the 
dream. 


Soon after Jill wakes up, Scrubb and Puddleglum enter her 
room, the latter nursing a headache. Scrubb and Jill look out 
Jill’s window to see a clear view of the terrain they climbed the 
previous day. It rained the night before, so all the snow is gone, 
and the children can clearly see what looks like the remains of a 
giant city. Additionally, they spot the words “UNDER ME” 
carved into the ground. 
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The strange smile shared between the King and the Queen suggests 
that the message from the beautiful woman carries some sort of 
double message that Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum have yet to 
comprehend. There is something about the children, in particular, 
that interests the King and the Queen. Meanwhile, Puddleglum 
seems to annoy them, suggesting that being altruistic hosts is not 
their sole motive. 


Jill’s crying is the result of pent-up fear, frustration, and exhaustion. 
She has done her best to put on a brave face, but now that she 
considers herself relatively safe, she can no longer hold in her 
emotions. The clothes the Queen's Nurse gives to Jill implies that 
humans have stayed at Harfang before, though there is no trace of 
them now. Indeed, something fishy seems to be going on at Harfang, 
though Jill is too overwhelmed to figure out what at the moment. 
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Aslan comes to Jill in her dream to put her back on the right path. 
She has strayed from her quest, and the vision helps remind her of 
the signs and why she traveled to Ettinsmoor in the first place. 
However, for the moment, it is unclear whether Aslan succeeded, as 
Jill forgets the dream upon waking up. 
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Once again, the children have missed one of Aslan’s signs and made 
their task harder. However, presumably Aslan believes they can still 
complete their quest, otherwise he would not have appeared to Jill 
in her dream. Importantly, the third sign with which Aslan provided 
Jillimplored her to follow the words she found on the ruined giant 
city, which she appears to have found. 
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Jill expresses disappointment in herself for missing yet another 
of Aslan’s signs. Puddleglum suggests he is just as much to 
blame because he should have made them all stop and explore 
the day before. Scrubb points out that the trench he and Jill 
explored was actually the E in “ME.” Puddleglum suggests that 
the message means they must find a way beneath the ruined 
city in order to find Prince Rilian. Together, Puddleglum, Jill, and 
Scrubb make a plan to escape Harfang. Puddleglum does not 
want to tell the giants why they have actually come, and 
everyone worries that the giants will not let them leave. As 
such, they plan to escape sometime while it is still light outside, 
as the giants lock up the castle at night. 


As they settle on their plan, the giant Nurse comes in and asks 
the group if they would like to witness the King of the giants 
leaving to go hunting. Outside, the King and a number of other 
giants walk with a group of regular sized hunting dogs. Behind 
him, a group of giants carrying the Queen of the giants ona 
litter. Jill yells to the Queen eagerly to let her know they are 
excited for the feast. 


CHAPTER 9 


Jill spends the rest of the morning walking around Harfang and 
letting the giants know how excited she is for the feast. She 
asks them as many questions she can think of regarding the 
feast, and they eagerly answer her. However, she notices that 
some of the giants feel bad for her, though she is not sure why. 
She also learns that there is a scullery door that often gets left 
open, which might allow her to escape. When speaking with the 
giants, Scrubb and Puddleglum try to express their excitement 
as well, though they are not nearly as good as Jill. 


At lunch, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum eat venison at a table 
next to a larger table of giants. Puddleglum overhears the 
giants say that the venison came from a talking stag. 
Puddleglum then tells the children to stop eating it—in Narnia, 
eating talking animals is a terrible thing to do, and it leaves 
Puddleglum deeply saddened. Jill and Scrubb are also 
bothered. Scrubb is especially upset, since he made friends 
with some talking animals last time he was in Narnia. 


After lunch, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum wait for the giants to 
begin clearing out, so they can make their escape. However, 
when they enter the scullery, one giant still remains. Before 
long, the adventurers realize she does not plan to leave, though 
she does mention being tired. Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum 
move toward the opposite end of the scullery and wait for the 
giant to fall asleep. 
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Earlier in the book, Jill tries to make excuses for herself and gets in a 
fight over who is to blame for missing the first sign. Here, however, 
she shows growth by taking full accountability for her failure, even if 
she is not the only one to blame. Now that Harfang seems more like 
a prison than a source of temptation, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum 
are eager to leave. Even though they still do not know what the 
giants have planned for them, they all suspect that it is not in their 
best interest. 
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Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum know that it would be ideal for them to 
be able to escape while the King and Queen of the giants are away. 
However, they do not want to make anyone suspicious, so Jill yells 
to the Queen about the feast to confirm that they intend to stay 
put. 


Although Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum have been deceived up until 
this point in the novel, now it is their turn to be deceptive. Jill tries to 
make up for her past failings by taking the lead in attempting to get 
information out of the giants. Although the giants do not tell her 
anything explicit about the feast, the sadness she sees in some of 
the giants lets her know that she is right in wanting to escape. 


Puddleglum’s reaction to eating a talking animal suggests that the 
act would be akin to eating a human in Jill and Scrubb’s world. 
Talking suggests intelligent life, and the destruction of intelligent life 
is considered wrong in Narnia. However, the giants do not follow the 
moral code of Aslan and Narnia, and they do not notice that the 
meal disgusts Puddleglum and the children. 


Just as they did while traveling through Ettinsmoor, Jill, Scrubb, and 
Puddleglum have to act as though nothing is wrong, even though 
they are all afraid for their lives. Luckily, the giants at Harfang are 
not much brighter than the giants they met along the way and do 
not think to keep a close eye on them. 
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While they wait, Jill examines a giant cookbook on a table in the 
scullery. Almost immediately, she comes across an entry that 
reads, “MAN. This elegant little biped has long been valued as a 
delicacy. It forms a traditional part of the Autumn Feast.” Just 
below the recipe for humans is another one for Marsh-wiggles. 
After some time, the giant at the other end of the scullery 
finally falls asleep. When Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum hear 
snoring, they begin tip-toeing their way outside. 


Slowly, the group makes their way out of the castle and down 
the steep path they climbed the night before. When they look 
up at the castle, they realize there are dozens of windows the 
giants could see them from. To make matters worse, Jill and 
Scrubb are wearing brightly-colored outfits that the giants 
gave them. Puddleglum warns them not to run until he gives 
the word. Otherwise, the giants will be on them right away. 


The party covers a considerable distance but are still a ways off 
from the ruined city when they hear the sound of a hunting 
horn. When they look in the direction of the horn, they see the 
King of the giants’ hunting party. The King urges the giants to 
chase after the children and Puddleglum. At the sight of the 
King, Puddleglum urges the children to run. 


Puddleglum, Jill, and Scrubb run away as fast as they can. 
Unfortunately, it is particularly difficult for Jill to run because 
she is wearing a dress, and she soon falls behind. Nevertheless, 
she runs as fast as she can toward the ruined city, though she 
has no idea what she plans to do if she reaches it. 


Puddleglum reaches the bottom of the path first and finds a 
small opening that he dives into, Scrubb following closely 
behind him. Jill arrives a moment later and crawls into the 
opening as well. As soon as she is inside, everyone works 
together to pile rocks over the opening so that the giants and 
their dogs cannot reach them. Once the hole is sealed, all three 
of them join hands and feel their way around the darkness. The 
group quickly realizes that the cave they have found 
themselves in is rather large, and they worry they will get lost. 


While walking through the cave, Puddleglum—who is in front of 
the children—slips and falls down a steep slope. Because 
everyone is holding hands, the children tumble down behind 
him. The slope is extremely long, and when they finally reach 
the bottom, Puddleglum suggests they must be a mile 
underground. Before they can decide what to do next, a voice 
calls out in the darkness and says, “What make you here, 
creatures of the Overworld.” 
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Finally, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum discover why the giants are so 
interested in them—they want to eat them. Additionally, the recipe 
reveals the double-meaning of the beautiful woman's message. Her 
words were ambiguous to make the children think they would be 
attending the Autumn Feast, when in reality, she wanted them to 
become part of the giants’ meal. 
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Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum must resist their natural instinct to run 
because the giants physically outmatch them. The only way for 
them to successfully escape Harfang is through mental fortitude. 
Presumably, the bright outfits Jill and Scrubb wear are an 
unfortunate coincidence rather than a conscience ploy by the 
giants, considering that the giants are quite unintelligent. 
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The return of the King and Queen means that the adventurers have 
no choice but to outrun the giants. The giants realize their facade is 
ruined and that their prime dish for the feast is escaping. 
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“UNDER MF” is too vague of an instruction for Puddleglum, Jill, and 
Scrubb to know where they are going. Jill knows from previous 
experience that the letters carved into the ground are dead ends, 
which would allow the giants to capture her. 
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Puddleglum is the most physically suited to the terrain, and his 
physicality and quick thinking allows the party to escape. However, 
although the giants are no longer a threat, at least for the moment, 
the party now finds themselves in literal and metaphorical darkness. 
The darkness ensures that they have no idea where to go, so they 
must rely on one another to find a way forward. 
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Holding hands demonstrates the group's desire to stick together for 
better or for worse. The voice in the darkness suggests that they 
have managed to find the underground world they were looking for, 
though—once again—they are at the mercy of someone they do not 
know; someone who could be dangerous. 
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The mysterious voice, who introduces himself as the Warden of 
the Marches, asks Puddleglum and the children who they are 
and why they have come to the Underland. He warns them that 
100 Earthmen stand behind him, ready to fight if necessary. 
Puddleglum truthfully tells the Warden that they fell to the 
Underland by accident. The Warden tells Puddleglum that he 
will have to take him to the Queen of the Deep Realm. 


As the Warden speaks, the children and Puddleglum hear a 
small but violent noise, and the cavern fills up with a dull light. 
They immediately see that the warden was telling the truth; 
behind him, dozens of stone-faced gnomes of varying heights 
stand quietly. Jill looks at their statue-like appearances and 
feels bad for them. 


The Warden orders the Earthmen, the children, and 
Puddleglum to march, and they obey his orders. Jill gets 
increasingly perturbed the further they march into the cave 
because she is scared of dark and tight spaces. Eventually, they 
reach a small opening that everyone has to crawl through, and 
Jill refuses to go any further. Puddleglum and Scrubb comfort 
her and offer to help. Puddleglum tells Jill to hold on to his 
ankles while he goes through the opening, while Scrubb holds 
on to hers. That way, they will all be together, with Jill in the 
middle. Still frightened, Jill agrees to Puddleglum’s plan and 
makes it through the hole. 


On the other side of the tight opening, the group enters a large 
and elaborate space that barely feels like a cave at all. There are 
strange flora and fauna littered throughout the cavern—many 
of them rather dead-looking—that not even Puddleglum 
recognizes. Puddleglum asks the Warden if the creatures are 
native to the Underland. The Warden replies that the creatures 
came from the Overworld and, like the majority of those that 
come to the Underland, they never made their way back. 


The group continues to march and eventually comes to another 
small opening, though not nearly as tight as the previous one. 
Jill ducks under it and finds herself in a long room where an 
enormous man—far bigger than any of the giants—sleeps with a 
silver light emanating from him. Puddleglum asks the Warden 
about the sleeping man. The Warden responds that the man is 
Father Time, who used to rule the Overworld. Now, he sleeps 
and dreams of what happens in the Overworld in his absence. 
Ominously, the Warden adds that Father Time will wake up 
when the world comes to an end. 
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At this point, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum have made their way into 
a world that could not be more different from Narnia. The names 
Overland and Underland suggest there is a duality between the two 
realms, though the nature of their relationship to each other is still 
obscure, at least for the children and Puddleglum. 


Once again, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum find themselves at the 
mercy of a group of creatures they are not sure they can trust. 
However, much like with the giants at Harfang, their circumstances 
have left them with no choice; the Warden orders rather than asks, 
and without him they would be left in the dark. 


The Earthmen do not care about Jill’s fear and will make her go 
through the hole whether she wants to or not. Realizing Jill's 
outburst will only make the situation worse for her, Puddleglum and 
Scrubb provide her with emotional support and a practice path 
forward. It is only with their help that Jill manages to make it 
through the tight space without raising the ire of the Earthmen. 
Much like in Harfang, Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum only succeed by 
working as a team. 
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The Warden's reply—that things from the Overworld don’t return 
from the Underland—is ominous and does not bode well for 
Puddleglum, Scrubb, and Jill’s adventure moving forward. 
Additionally, the unrecognizable features of the animals and plants 
in the Underland implies that the region transforms those from the 
Overworld into something else entirely. 


Father Time only appears during this scene in The Silver Chair, 
though he becomes an important figure in The Last Battle, the final 
book in The Chronicles of Narnia. Here, as well as in The Last 
Battle, the description of Father Time recalls the Book of 
Revelation, the final book of the Christian Bible. The Book of 
Revelation describes the second coming of Jesus Christ, which 
coincides with the destruction of the Earth. 
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After alot more marching, the Warden orders Puddleglum and 
the children to get into a boat, which sits mysteriously on a 
body of water that stretches farther than they can see. 
Puddleglum, Jill, and Scrubb do as they are asked. Behind them, 
the Earthmen get into the boat and start rowing. On the 
ourney, Jill sleeps and eats some dull-tasting food that the 
Earthmen give her. 


Finally, they reach an impressive-looking city, and the Warden 
takes them to the Queen of the Deep Realm’s quarters. When 
they arrive, one of the Earthmen tells the Warden that the 
Queen is away. Although the Warden wants to put Puddleglum 
and the children in jail until the Queen gets back, a handsome 
young man suddenly emerges and asks that they come with 
him instead. Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum approach the man, 
who is standing at the top of a flight of stairs. As they approach 
him, they notice that the light surrounding him is akin to the 
light seen in the Overworld rather than the gray, dull light that 
exists in the Underland. 


When the handsome man sees the children up close, he 
realizes he has seen them before. He tells them that he was the 

night in black they saw when they passed over the bridge in 
Ettinsmoor. He also explains that the woman with him was the 
Queen of the Underland. Jill blurts out that they are looking for 
Prince Rilian and asks if they can find him in the Underland. The 
night assures Jill that there is no one by that name in the 
Underland. Then, he tells the children about the greatness of 
the Queen of the Underland, who is eternal. He also claims that 
the Queen will make him a King of the Overworld when one 
day they return above ground. However, before saying 
anything more, the knight asks the children and Puddleglum to 
sit down for a meal. 


CHAPTER 11 


t 


ill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum eat dinner with the Knight, who is 
exceptionally polite. The Knight tells the adventurers that some 
sort of curse has been placed upon him. He does not remember 
where he lived before coming to the Underland and, at night, 
the Earthmen tie him to a silver chair because he transforms 
into a raving lunatic who attacks whoever is nearby. 
Additionally, if he is not restrained, he will turn into a giant 
serpent. However, the Queen of the Underland promises that 
his curse will be broken when they return to the Overworld. 
When the time is right, the Queen plans to return to the 
Overworld, kill the current king, and then install the Knight as 
king. The Knight tells Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum that he will 
rule according to the whims of his Queen. 
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Although much of The Silver Chair is indebted to Christian 
iconography, it also contains elements of Greek mythology. Here, for 
instance, the description of the Underland and the mysterious body 
of water recalls the Greek Underworld and the river Acheron (the 
river that the dead must cross to enter the Underworld). 


The light surrounding the handsome young man suggests that—not 
only does he have access to Overworld technology—but that he 
himself is from the Overworld. After all, the young man is a human, 
and the only familiar person or thing that Jill, Scrubb, and 
Puddleglum have seen since entering the Underland. However, looks 
have proved deceiving previously and could very well be deceiving 
once again. At this point, Jill and Scrubb have learned from their 
experience and Puddleglum’s cynicism to proceed with caution. 
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Like the giants at Harfang, the handsome young man appears to be 
a gracious host, but perhaps with an ulterior motive. Again, Jill is 
overeager to share the purpose of their journey, even though she 
knows the young man might not be on their side. She may even 
think that the young man might be Rilian, though the knight 
genuinely appears not to recognize the name. Regardless, Jill, 
Scrubb, and Puddleglum have found themselves at an impasse 
because they know the Queen of the Underland is an enemy, and 
they are seated at the table of someone who worships her. 
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Here, two of the most important symbols in the novel appear in 
close proximity. First, there is the serpent, which represents 
unexpected evil. Indeed, the Knight is an unassuming figure from 
whom one might not expect evil deeds. However, if his story is true, 
then it seems evil lurks within him, waiting to come out. Meanwhile, 
the silver chair is a representation of the Knight's false power. It is a 
chair he sits on because the Queen of the Underland tells him he 
must. In this regard, the throne of Cair Paravel will ultimately be 
similar to the silver chair if the Queen succeeds in conquering 
Narnia—that is, it will effectively be under her control. 


0000 


Page 29 


All LitCharts 


The children push back on the Knight's claims that the Queen 
of the Underland is a righteous person. They point out that her 
plan will require her to kill many creatures and people from the 
Overworld, who have done nothing to deserve death. For a 
moment, the Knight looks troubled, but he assures them that 
the Queen is perfect and can do no wrong. The more the 
Knight speaks, the more Jill thinks he is the most contemptible 
man she has ever met. 


After dinner, the Knight sends the children and Puddleglum 
away to wash up and go to bed. He offers them one of his 
private rooms so that the Earthmen will not return and attempt 
to imprison them. He also tells them that they can come back 
and watch his frenzy if they would like, even though that is a 
right usually reserved for the Queen of the Underland. 
However, he warns them that he will say anything and 
everything to try to get them to release them from the chair. 
He urges them not to give in, no matter what he says. 


After washing up, Puddleglum, Jill, and Scrubb decide it is best 
to watch the Knight's frenzy. Puddleglum is positive that the 
Queen of the Underland is some sort of sorceress, and he 
wants to get all of the information he can. When they return to 
the dining room, the Knight is strapped to his silver chair. He 
begs them to free him. He claims that—counter to what he said 
before—nighttime is the only time where he is of sound mind. 
Additionally, he says that he is the Queen’s prisoner, though he 
is not sure how long he has been in the Underland. The more 
the Knight talks, the more the children and Puddleglum wish to 
free him. 


Then, the Knight invokes Aslan’s name while begging Jill, 
Scrubb, and Puddleglum to set him free. His words align with 
one of the signs Aslan asked Jill to memorize, so the group 
collectively decides to free him from the chair. Once the Knight 
is free, he picks up a sword and cuts the chair in half because it 
is the source of the enchantment he is under. Then the Knight 
introduces himself as Rilian, Prince of Narnia. 


The children and Puddleglum bow to Rilian and tell him that 
they came to the Underland to rescue him. Rilian asks about 
King Caspian and how long he has been in the Underland. 
Puddleglum and the children inform him that his father is quite 
old now and that he has lived in the Underland for a decade. 
Before they can talk further, they hear the sound of Earthmen 
returning to the room. Rilian tells the others that he will fool 
them and then throws open the door to let the Earthmen in. 
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The Knight's response is strange because he has appeared never to 
have thought through the consequences of the Queen’s plan, 
despite playing an integral part in it. Although Jill hates him for his 
ignorance, the Knight appears to have a working moral compass. 
However, his blind devotion for the Queen keeps him from seeing 
the truth. 
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The Knight appears to want to help Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum, as 
he gives them special privileges that the Earthmen would never 
allow. In particular, it seems odd that he would let them visit him 
while strapped to the silver chair, particularly if releasing him could 
spell danger. Although the children and Puddleglum are wary of the 
Knight, he seems to trust them more than they expect. 


The Knight’s condition is similar to the Greek myth of Theseus and 
Pirithous, who are strapped to a chair in the Underworld that makes 
them forget who they are. However, the problem for the children 
and Puddleglum is that they do not know which version of the 
Knight is telling the truth. Although they do not trust the Queen of 
the Underland and want to believe what he says, the Knight himself 
has just warned them that everyone he says is likely false. 
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Finally, Jill spots one of Aslan’s signs (the fact that she has been 

asked to do something in Aslan’s name) and decides to place her 

trust in it, which pays off. The destruction of the silver chair 

symbolizes Rilian’s release from the Queen of the Underworld’s 
clutches. His mind is now free, and the Queen’s temptations and 
llusions no longer trouble him. 


Despite several missteps along the way, the children and 
Puddleglum have completed the first half of their task. However, 
they still must return Rilian to the Overland, and they no longer 
have Aslan’s signs to guide them. As such, they must rely on Rilian’s 
knowledge of the Underland and their own bravery to guide them 
back to the surface. 
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Two Earthmen walk through the door, followed by the Queen 
of the Underland. When the Queen sees Rilian free and the 
silver chair destroyed, she orders the Earthmen out of the 
room and tells them not to return unless she gives her word. 
When the Earthmen have gone, Rilian tells the Queen that he 
remembers his true identity and plans to return to Narnia. He 
asks that she allow him and his new friends safe passage out of 
the Underland. 


The Queen of the Underland walks over to a fireplace and adds 
a green powder to the fire. Then, she picks up a mandolin and 
begins strumming it softly. Everyone else in the room begins to 
feel sleepy and vulnerable. The Queen repeatedly tries to get 
them to forget that anything exists outside of the Underworld. 
Whenever anyone brings up an example to counter her words, 
she claims that their memories must come from their dreams 
because the Overworld they speak of does not exist. 


Eventually, Jill, Scrubb, and Rilian all give in to the Queen of the 
Underland’s trick and agree that nothing exists outside of the 
Underland. However, Puddleglum has just enough willpower 
left to march over to the fire and stamp in out. Quickly, the air 
fills with the smell of burning Marsh-wiggle rather than the 
smell of the Queen's soothing powder. Suddenly, everyone 
snaps to their senses and remembers the truth. 


The Queen of the Underland transforms into a horrific giant 
serpent—the same one that killed the Queen of Narnia. After 
she transforms, she slithers up to Rilian and wraps around him. 
Luckily, Rilian still has his sword hand free and, with the help of 
Puddleglum, he manages to kill the serpent, putting an end to 
the Queen for good. Finally, Rilian feels he has avenged his 
mother and can prepare to return to the Overland. 


CHAPTER 13 


Now that Rilian has killed the Queen of the Underland, the next 
step is to figure out a way out of the Underland. As Jill, Scrubb, 
Puddleglum, and Rilian plan, they also wrap some cloth around 
Puddleglum’s burnt foot. Rilian has been out of the Underland 
many times with the Queen, but never without crossing the 
sea. He also knows that the Earthmen are close to finishing a 
tunnel leading to the Overland, but he suspects they will get 
caught and questioned if they try that route. 
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Though Rilian may have been able to fool the Earthmen, he cannot 
do the same with the Queen, who sees the source of her 
enchantment in pieces. Left without any other option, Rilian 
attempts to leverage the Queen’s sense of duty and honor, which 
seems like a doomed plan. The Queen has kept Rilian in the 
Underland for a decade and has no reason to let him go now. 


Throughout the novel, Lewis associates green with evil and 
deception. Green is the color of the serpent, as well as the color the 
Queen of the Underland wears when Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum 
first meet her on the bridge. Here, the green powder dulls everyone's 
sense and makes them open to suggestion and vulnerable to 
temptation. 
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Although everyone has a faint idea of what the Queen of the 
Underland is doing to them, only Puddleglum has the strength and 
courage to resist it. Because he sees what the Queen is doing, he is 
willing to cause himself physical harm to ensure that her plan fails. 
Because of Puddleglum’s bravery, everyone returns to their senses, 
ready to once again put up a fight against the Queen. 
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Here, the Queen reveals herself to be the source of evil that 
pervades the entire novel. Although she has metaphorically 
constricted Rilian for the last decade, here she does so literally. 
Luckily, Rilian has his sword handy and slays the Queen, which 
represents his triumph over evil. 
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Rilian's knowledge of the Underland suggests his potential as a 
guide. However, the fact that he has never made the journey 
without the Queen of the Underland's guidance highlights his 
dependence on her and represents the lingering shadows of past 
deceptions. Additionally, the possibility of the Earthmen capturing 
them demonstrates how the Queen’s rule could still come back to 
bite them, even though she is dead. 
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As the group discusses what to do next, they hear a rumbling 
noise outside that starts quiet and gradually gets loud. They 
look outside and see a red light emanating from the Underland 
and Earthmen scrambling about. They realize that the Queen 
of the Underland cast many enchantments on the realm to 
ensure that it would fall apart as soon as she died. As such, the 
group has little time to make their escape. 


Rilian suggests that they quietly make their way to the stable 
and fetch his horse and the Queen of the Underland’s horse. 
He says the Queen’s horse is a noble steed that had the poor 
luck of having a cruel master. While fetching the horses and 
then riding through the Underdark, the group notices that the 
Earthmen look like they are preparing for an attack. 


Rilian suggests that they capture one of the Earthmen and 
figure out what is going on. Puddleglum sneaks up on a lone 
Earthman and drags him back to the group. The Earthman 
struggles and promises to tell them everything he knows, as 
long as they do not share his information with the Queen of the 
Underland. Rilian informs the Earthman that the Queen is dead 
and that she died by his hand. Immediately, the Earthman’s 
tone and demeanor changes, and he says that Rilian must be his 
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CHAPTER 14 


The Earthman introduces himself to the rest of the group as 
Golg and tells them what has been happening with the other 
Earthmen. The Earthmen were going about their business as 
usual when suddenly a big crack opened up in the ground and a 
red light spilled out. Upon seeing the light, the Earthmen began 
to think about how they had not danced or been jolly in a long 
time. Eventually, they came to the realization that they had 
been under another one of the Queen of the Underland’s 
enchantments for as long as they could remember. 


Golg also informs them that the Earthmen come from a land 
called Bism, which is even further beneath the Earth's surface. 
The crack that opened up in the ground leads to Bism, which 
the Earthmen are excited to return to. However, to ensure no 
further issues, they planned to fight the Queen of the 
Underland and Rilian, who they assumed was still on the 
Queen’s side. Rilian explains to Golg that he was under an 
enchantment as well and means the Earthmen no harm. 
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The Queen of the Underland operated on a selfish view of the 
world—she felt that, upon her death, the rest of the world should 
cease to exist, too. Again, the adventurers feel the negative 
consequences of the Queen's power even after she has been 
destroyed. 


Rilian likely feels a kinship with the Queen of the Underland’s horse 
because, like him, the horse is a noble creature that the Queen 
forced to commit immoral acts. Rilian’s desire to rescue the horse 
from the fall of the Underland is a microcosm of his larger belief that 
there are parts of the Underland that can be salvaged. 


Although the Underland is a dark and frightening place to 


Puddleglum, Rilian, and the children, the more they learn, the more 
they realize that it may not have been a source of evil before the 
arrival of the Queen. She seems to have corrupted everyone and 
everything in the Underland, which is starting to revert to normal 
now that she is no longer present. 
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Earlier in the novel, Jill thinks about how the Earthmen look 
melancholy rather than frightening. Here, Lewis reveals the reason 
for their condition; they looked gray and sad because the Queen’s 
enchantment was sucking their vitality out of them. Like Rilian, they 
were essentially enslaved by the Queen, which left an emotional 
and spiritual void inside of them. Only now that the Queen is gone 
are a able to start to feel emotions again. 


There is a symmetry to how Lewis structures his world, with the 
Underland representing a sort of gray purgatory with glorious and 
lively regions above and below it. Just as Rilian wants to return to 
the Overland, the Earthmen want to return to Bism because 
returning home means restoring the proper order of the world. 
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Rilian asks Golg if he can help them find the tunnel to the 
Overland before he returns to Bism. Golg happily points it out, 
though he has no interest in traveling it with them. To Golg, the 
thought of the Overland, especially the sky, sounds terrifying. 
n fact, all of the Earthmen feel the same way; digging the 
tunnel to the Overland was like torture for them. Golg also 
offers to take the group with him to Bism, where he promises 
to show them jewels and dragon-like creatures he calls 
salamanders. 


Jill assumes that no one else will have any interest in Golg’s 
suggestion, but the idea intrigues Rilian. King Caspian sailed to 
the world’s end and Rilian wants to accomplish a similar feat by 
exploring the bottom of the world. Jill also can tell by the look 
on Scrubb’s face that he is also interested. However, 
Puddleglum steps in and tells Rilian that they should return to 
the Overland; after all, King Caspian might not live much 
longer, and they have already had quite the adventure as it is. 
Rilian realizes Puddleglum is right and agrees to return to the 
Overland. 


Moments later, the crack leading to Bism begins to close. Not 
wanting to miss his opportunity, Golg says goodbye and then 
runs into the crack, along with many other Earthmen. Once the 
crack has closed, Jill, Scrubb, Rilian, and Puddleglum get on 
their horses and ride to the path Golg pointed out to them. 
Unfortunately, the path is lit by the dull lights they experienced 
previously in the Underland. As they travel, less and less light 
shines through, and eventually the lights go out altogether. At 
that point, the group makes their way along the trail in pure 
darkness. After some time, they finally come to a spot where 
they see a small speck of light coming through the earth above 
their head. Puddleglum tells Jill to get on his shoulders so she 
can determine whether it is a way out. 


CHAPTER 15 


Puddleglum hoists Jill up on his shoulders so she can look 
through the hole emanating light. Jill manages to push herself 
up through the opening, where she immediately gets hit in the 
mouth with a snowball, causing her to issue a muffled cry and 
fall to the snow-covered ground outside the hole. When Jill 
looks around, she sees a variety of creatures partaking in the 
Great Snow Dance, an annual Narnian tradition that involves 
dancing and throwing snowballs. 
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Golg cannot comprehend the nature of Narnia and the rest of the 
overland any more than Rilian can fathom Bism. The Queen forcing 
Golg and his fellow Earthmen to dig to the Overland represents an 
upheaval of the natural order of the world that is based on the 
suffering of others. 


Rilian and Scrubb are tempted to visit Bism against their better 
judgement because of the fame and fortune they might find there. 
Luckily, they have Puddleglum and Jill to help them see the error of 
their ways, especially as it relates to King Caspian. However, even if 
King Caspian were in good health, a trip to Bism would be 
dangerous and perhaps make it impossible for Rilian and his new 
friends to ever return to the surface. 


© O 


Although Golg does his best to help, Rilian and his new friends are 
now left on their own to escape the crumbling Underland. As the 
lights continue to fade in the Underland, the path forward appears 
less and less promising. However, the group sticks together and 
relies on one another to help propel them forward. Eventually, they 
find light, which is a symbol of hope and a possible sign that they 
have reached the Overland. However, before they can know for sure, 
they have to engage in yet another act of teamwork, as Jill climbs on 
Puddleglum’s shoulders. 
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The Narnian festivities represent a return to normal for everyone 
except Jill, who barely spent time in Narnia before setting off on her 
quest. Still, the sight of Narnians and their festivities is a welcome 
relief that signals the end of a long and difficult journey. 
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When Jill realizes she has made it back to the surface, she gets 
the attention of everyone she can and asks them to help her 
pull her friends out of the ground. Soon, a team works to locate 
Puddleglum, Rilian, and Scrubb, who aren't sure what has 
happened. They think it looks like someone attacked Jill and 
took her away. They think it possible that they merely found a 
different layer of the Underland and are still far away from the 
surface. 


Feeling brave, Scrubb asks to climb atop Puddleglum’s 
shoulders with his sword in hand. When he emerges from the 
hole, he tries to fight a variety of Narnians, who he believes are 
his enemy. However, Jill quickly explains what has happened, 
and Scrubb calms down, happy to be out of the Underland. 
Eventually, Puddleglum and Rilian make it out of the hole as 
well. The Narnians are stunned to see Rilian, who they 
recognize immediately. Once everyone is safe, the Narnians 
offer the group food, drinks, and shelter, which they happily 
accept. 


CHAPTER 16 


Jill wakes up the next morning with fond but fuzzy memories of 
the previous night. As soon as she is awake, she sees 
Glimfeather, who tells her and Scrubb that Rilian is already on 
his way back to Cair Paravel. King Caspian sent Prince Rilian a 
letter as soon as he learned his son was still alive, and they are 
planning to meet later the same day. King Caspian found Aslan 
while sailing around Narnia, and Aslan told him to return home 
to find his son. 


After eating breakfast, Jill and Scrubb ride two centaurs to Cair 
Paravel so they can witness Rilian and King Caspian reunite. 
Riding on the centaurs is a great honor because centaurs never 
let anyone ride on their backs. As they travel to Cair Paravel, 
the centaurs talk to Jill and Scrubb about the forest 
surrounding them, though Jill and Scrubb hardly listen. 


When Jill and Scrubb arrive in Cair Paravel, they see King 
Caspian’s ship docking and a crowd surround it. Jill and Scrubb 
sit on the centaurs in the back of the crowd while Rilian waits 
next to the ship. A man who is not King Caspian approaches 
Rilian and whispers something to him. Then, several other men 
carry asickly King Caspian from the ship and place him next to 
his son. King Caspian gets to greet Rilian one final time, and 
they embrace. However, the king dies moments later. The 
crowd is equal parts happy and devastated from witnessing the 
bitter-sweet reunion. 
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This isa comic scene that utilizes dramatic irony, as Puddleglum, 
Scrubb, and Rilian still believe they are in a life or death situation, 
even though the reality of their situation could not be more 
fortunate. Their confusion demonstrates the extent to which the 
Underland has muddled their senses. 


Scrubb shows great courage as he exits the hole thinking he might 
have to fend off an army of enemies by himself in his quest to save 
Jill. Luckily, although his bravery is appreciated, it is not needed, and 
he finally feels a sense of relief after being trapped in the Underdark 
for so long. Prince Rilian’s return to Narnia signals a return to 
normalcy, as King Caspian now has an heir. 
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Evidently, Aslan knew that Jill, Scrubb, and Puddleglum succeeded 
in freeing Prince Rilian, which is why he sends King Caspian back to 
Cair Paravel. King’s Caspian return gives the novel a circular 
structure, since the narrative began with his departure. Prince 
Rilian’s quick return to Cair Paravel demonstrates his excitement to 
see his father, though how long they will have together is uncertain. 


Jill and Scrubb are too distracted by everything that has happened 
in the past few weeks, as well as what is about to happen—to care 
about the centaurs. The entire experience has been overwhelming 
and, now that they are finally free of the Underland, they do not 
know what to do with themselves. 


Jill and Scrubb witness King Caspian and Rilian’s reunion from afar, 
as does the rest of the crowd, making the King’s death both public 
and private. Although King Caspian is dead, there is much relief 
among the Narnians because Prince Rilian’s return means that he 
will leave the Kingdom of Narnia in good hands, as Aslan intended. 
Still, King Caspian was beloved, so there is much sadness all around. 
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Suddenly, Aslan appears behind Jill and Scrubb. Jill worries that 
Aslan will be angry with her because she did not closely follow 
his signs, but he tells her not to worry. Moments later, Aslan 
transports Jill and Scrubb to his home, which floats high above 
Narnia—the same place they found themselves in after 
escaping Jill’s bullies in the schoolyard. Aslan takes Jill and 
Scrubb to astream where King Caspian’s body lies. Gradually, 
life floods back into King Caspian’s body, and his looks revert to 
how they were when he was a young man. Caspian stands up 
and is thrilled when he sees Scrubb. They briefly discuss their 
former adventures together. Then Caspian explains that he will 
be able to live with Aslan on this plain high above Narnia, 
though he will never be able to go back to Narnia itself. 


Although he cannot return to Narnia, Caspian asks Aslan if he 
can look upon Scrubb and Jill's world. Aslan grants him five 
minutes of time and then opens a doorway back to Scrubb and 
’s schoolyard. All four of them step through to see Jill’s 
bullies still clambering up the hill and looking for her. When 
they spot Scrubb and Jill, who are both holding swords, along 
with Caspian and Aslan, they run away and scream. When no 
one is looking, Scrubb and Jill sneak away and change back into 
their school clothes, while Caspian and Aslan return to Aslan’s 
realm. The incident results in an investigation at the school, 
which ends with the headmaster being fired. After returning 
from Narnia, Scrubb and Jill remain friends. 
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Jill cares about what Aslan thinks of her and does not want him to 
think she failed him. Aslan dismisses Jill’s concerns because, when 
she made mistakes, she corrected them and ultimately succeeded in 
her task. Jill and Scrubb leave Narnia without getting to say 
goodbye to some of their new friends, including Rilian, though the 
return of King Caspian in Aslan’s realm is a fitting reunion in itself. 
The eternal life King Caspian receives in Aslan’s realm is yet another 
indication that this realm is a heavenly place where the virtuous are 
rewarded for their good deeds. 


At the beginning of the novel, Jill did not have the courage to stand 
up to her bullies. She cried alone behind the gym, hoping no one 
would come looking for her. However, now, with Aslan, Scrubb, and 
Caspian behind her, she feels emboldened to stand up to her bullies. 
The result of her courage leads to a change in the power structure of 
the school, which Lewis identifies as the problem in the first chapter 
of the novel. However, regardless of what the school chooses to do, 
Jill and Scrubb now have a valuable moral education that they 
received from Aslan and their adventures in Narnia. 
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